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True and False Prophets 

Excerpt from Jacob Boehme’s 

Theosophic Philosophy Unfolded, a.k.a., 

177 Theosophic Questions Answered1  

[177Q:101-1] What is the ground of the prophetical prophesyings? By what knowledge and spirit did the 

Prophets in the Old Testament prophesy? Answer. In the Old Testament the Word Prophecy is not al-

ways restrained to future events, nor is it in the New; for as the Prophets exhort to present duty, dissuade 

from prevailing sin, and on obedience or rebellion prophesy good, or denounce evil: So in the New Tes-

tament prophecy is understood in the same sense, viz. to exhortation and monition, as we read: One 

praying or prophesying, etc. Also, He that prophesies, let him prophesy according to the proportion of 

faith. But this Question intending chiefly things to come, we must say that there are two sorts of false 

prophets, and two sorts of true prophets. First, to describe the false: 

False Prophets 

[177Q:101-2] First sort of False Prophets: They are such as do lying wonders, and predict events of public 

and private importance, going no farther than into the imaged formed word; the occult qualities of na-

ture and outward causes and consequents contracted to wonderful good and evil uses, into which Satan 

can easily insinuate himself. 

[177Q:101-3] Second sort of False Prophets: They are such as have a Spirit of Prophesy, but not a Spirit 

of Holiness; such was Balaam, and such the Lord mentions, who shall say, Lord, Lord, we have prophe-

sied in your name, etc. And these have their water out of the Fountain, but receive and keep it in foul 

vessels. God is so bountiful a housekeeper, that His wine is given running over; so that some falls into 

such men-sold bottles. 

True Prophets 

[177Q:101-4] First sort of True Prophets: The Children of Wisdom are the regenerated Holy Ones, who 

live in God, and have their names written in the Book of Life, having divine senses opened. These 

prophesy according to their proportion of faith; for love and faith begot them. They prophesy of their 

own death, which comes to pass, for they die daily. They are priests and prophets; what they want in 

skill and power they have in love to His service. These as prophets and priests shall have boldness in the 

Day of the Lord, which they wait for, being Children of the Day: and are true prophets—yet without that 
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Gift of Prophecy this Question levels at; and yet of these it is said, The spirits of the prophets are subject 

to the prophets. 

[177Q:101-5] Second sort of True Prophets: Those of the Lord's Holy Ones who are gifted by the Spirit of 

Prophecy, some more eminently, familiarly, frequently, and as it were continually, before whom the 

doors of the Spiritual World lay night and day wide open. 

[177Q:101-6] They as watchmen see the contest of the properties, and what weight of sin over-balances 

the contra-ponderating wrestlers: for the magical power of their souls unite with the universal, as the 

tincture of gold does with the Sun's tincture; they as evidently see the displeasure of the Almighty, as by 

man’s face may his delight or dislike of any extreme occurrence be discerned. 

[177Q:101-7] This is so intimate that the Lord said, He does nothing, but what He tells or shows to His 

servants the prophets. For as there is but one God, and His Spirit is but one, and that man is a complete 

image of the whole Almighty God; and having the work of that one Spirit begetting in him the true di-

vine Second Principle, he can as clearly (when gifted to this distinct office) hear and see the power from 

which himself and all things are, as a glass can reflect a face; for all lies in himself, though (like Hagar) 

we see not the fountain, till God's Angel show it, though it be (as that) in and before us.  

[177Q:101-8]1 For such a man is as a well-tuned musical instrument: the sounds are all distinct, ready 

whenever the Spirit of God shall play on it. And the simile suites well; for man’s original numbers and 

measures answer exactly to the number of the notes in music, which are 3 and 7, and not one more or 

less. And this harmony is signified in the harp, organ, etc. used in the legal administration. 

[177Q:101-9] And as men are affected with the elevating of the airs to delight, and with the solemnity into 

seriousness, with the harshness into regret, and with the solid composure into excess of melancholy, so 

ought all to be with the Lord's voice in His prophets. 

[177Q:101-10] To such it is shown many times what time, place, manner and other circumstances may 

fitly hide the Lord's Redeemed Ones, if the decree be not gone forth. For they see where, when, and how 

the Destroyer comes; by which such may escape, who are not to witness by their blood, and be crowned 

with martyrdom. 

Leaders, Deliverers, Judges, etc. 

[177Q:101-11] Some have been leaders, as Moses; deliverers and judges, as Samuel, etc. And as a figure 

of the Heavenly Worlds concurrence and assistance to the magical virtue of the faithful soul was the or-

acle near the Mercy Seat, the Urim and Thummim, Ephod, etc. Some have been prophets for more pri-

vate and particular occasions; as Agabus, etc. 

[177Q:101-12] We are farther to know, he that lives the life of Jesus Christ, lives at the Fountain of Wis-

dom, having all the principles and properties in due subordination to the Divine Life; whereby he knows 

God, the creation, heavenly, hellish, the out-world and himself. 

[177Q:101-13] Yet all this in part; he comprehends not that wherewith himself is comprehended, he sees a 

part of everything, but not the whole of any part. As a mathematician has a true distinct knowledge of 

both globes which he can describe and measure, while yet he knows not fully that spot of earth whereon 

his feet tread. 

[177Q:101-14] Though the natural philosopher penetrates much farther, and the divine philosopher deep-

est of all; yet how little a part know we of him even of things existent; how much less of futurities? 

                                                   
1 SDV Note: Numbering for this paragraph is absent in the original and was added by Spirit's Day Studies. 
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[177Q:101-15] And if Daniel heard the Angel praying, How long will you not have compassion on Jerusa-

lem, against whom you have had indignation these threescore and ten years? And if the Lord Jesus said, 

Of that day and hour knows no man, no not the Son; which I submissively understand to be meant thus: 

[177Q:101-16] Not the Son as He is the opened treasure of grace and love of the Second Principle; but the 

Father, that is, as He is the secret treasure of the justice and vengeance of the First Principle. How very 

little and poor, is the utmost, fallen man’s race can attain? 

[177Q:101-17] But this we discern that the knowledge and spirit by which the prophets in the Old Testa-

ment did prophesy good, was by the Spirit in them opening those things out of the Second Principle; and 

the Spirit and Knowledge by which the prophets either brought evil denunciations, which should suc-

ceed, was out of the First wrath Principle, or by which they called down immediate evil, as Elijah the 

fire, was the same. 

[177Q:101-18] But that it might not as a coal burn the hand of the bearer, it was wrapped up in the proph-

et’s holy divine Second Principle. 

[177Q:101-19] For as it is hard for a captain who has personal enemies in the adverse camp, to carry on 

his force vigorously, and at the same time pursuing his success, wholly lay aside the sentiments of all 

personal private wrongs: so is it hard for a prophet to bring the turba on others, without his own entering 

into it, either before, in, or after the stroke. How needful is it therefore that sinful men should be inhibit-

ed to revenge themselves?   
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1  All 177 Theosophic Questions were propounded by Jacob Boehme but he only answered numbers 1-13 

and 15 before he died. Questions 14, 16-177 were answered by Edward Taylor, a student of Boehme’s 

writings. (See 177 Theosophic Questions, Publishers Preface, p. b.) 

Jane Lead provides additional information about Mr. Taylor in Revelation of Revelations: 

What manner of man TAYLOR is in the poem Solomon’s Porch, “The Wondrous Taylor now re-

volves again.” Answer: This was Mr. Edward Taylor, an English gentleman, who the latter part of 

his life lived at Dublin in Ireland; retiring from the world, and giving himself up to contemplation, 

and to the serious pursuit after Divine Wisdom: where he died about the year 1684. His manuscripts 

being preserved by the care of a friend, and brought over into England, there was printed in London, 

in the Year 1690, a book under his name, bearing the title, Jacob Behmen’s Theosophic Philosophy 

Unfolded; in Diverse Considerations and Demonstrations, Showing the Verity and Utility of the Sev-

eral Doctrines or Propositions contained in the Writings of that Divinely Instructed Author. Also the 

Principal Treatises of the said Author Abridged. And Answers given to the Remainder of the 177 

Theosophic Questions, which were left Unanswered by him, at the time of his Death. He was a per-

son of singular modesty, of a sharp wit, and of great eloquence. He lamented much the rents in 

Christendom, to the neglect of the life and power of religion: And therefore lived and died in com-

munion with the National Church. But the best taste of the Spirit is to be had from his excellent 

book; and more particularly from his Divine Meditations. (RR Q:4) 

See also Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. 55, pp. 466-467. 
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