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124 The New Covenant

into the world, and men love darknefs ratber than
light : they love to run to other things, and to
forfake the tight ; this will be the condemnartion.
So far as Chrift is flighted, and other things pro-
moted above him, fo far you take away the great
end for which Chrift was {ent into the world, which
was, That be might bave the pre-eminence in all

things,

S ERMON VI

The New Covenant of Free Grace. -

ISAIAH xlii. 6, 7.

And I will give thee for a covenant of the peo-
ple, for a light of the Gentiles, 1o open the
blind eyes, to bring out the prifoners from
the prifon, and them that fit in darknefs out
of the prifon-boufe.

HE Lord is pleafced by this fweet evangelift

of the Jews, this evangelical prophet ffaidb,

to pour forth his own gracious thoughts and pur-
pofes concerniag his dear Son Chrift; in this

chapter efpecially, he reveals and declares him-
fe!f from the beginning of it. o | I

| t
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It is worth the while to mark the coherence,
to fce how thefe words come in,

Firfl, He declares who it is that he fends into
the world tor fuch a bufinefs, by two ttles, in
verfe t. firfl, he calls him a f{ervant, that is, in
refpelt of the employment and bufine(s he hath
to do, wherein he is to ferve the Lord: and in
reference to this bufinefs, he tells us what he doth,
that this his fervant may difpatch it effectually,
Bebold my fervant, faith he, wbom 1 upbeld. Se-
condly, he calls him his ele&, and that in refer-
ence to the defignation or feparation of him, the
. fingling him out unto this bufinefs. And he doth
further amplify the defcription of him, by the
tendernefs of this elelt unto him, My elef?, faith
he, iz whom my foul delighteth: here is the de-
{cription of the perfon ; Chrift is this perfon, as
you fhall hear by and by, whom he thus defcribes.

-In the next place the Lord propounds the great
end for which he doth elect this his fervant, and
uphold him, and furnifh him with his Spirit:
For he faith alfo, I bave put my Spirit upon
bim; and the end of it is, That be may bring
Judgment to the Gentiles : here you fee who he isy
how he is furnithed ; and to what cnid he is furs
nithed : A fervant apbeld, the Spirit put upem kbim,
to the end, that be nmight bring judgment to the Gena
teles.

The Lord proceeds further, and fhews how this
fervant of his fhall deport and demean himfelf;
after what manner he fhall carry this bufinefs in
the world, v éring judgment 1o the Gentiles. He.
. Oz defcribs
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defcribes this in two circumftances.  Frefl, Chrift
fhall difpatch this bufinefs of the ¥arher; not in a
.ruffling or ftirring way : he fhall not make a great
noife, as men ufe to do, founding trumpets before
them, when they do any goad ; but as you have it
in the end verfe, He fball not cry, nor lift up, nor
caonfe bis voice to be beard in the flreets: he fhall go
privately about his bufinefs. And, Sfecondly, he
doth illuftrate the manner of managing and order-.
ing this bufinefs, by the tendernefs of the Spirit of
this Chrift towards thofe people with whom he
fhall deal ; he doth, 1 fay, illuftrate this render-
nefs of his Spirit admirably, in the gd verfe, 4
bratfed reed fhall be nol break, and the fmoaking flax
Soall be not guench : he thall not deal roughly or
harfhly, but gently and mildly ; and yet as little
noife as he thall make, though he fhall not feem to
promife any great thing by his privacy of deport-
ment and darriage ; ver, for all that, in the 4th
ver{e, the Lord, by his prophet, tells us, that he
thall be never the further off from performing the
buftnefs he takes in hand: He fBall not farl, nor
be difcoyraged, till be bath fer judgmemt in the
earth. : |
And then, in the sth verfe, the Lord is pleafed
to confirm this, by undeniable arguments, that
there thall not be a failing in Chrift 10 compafls
this great bufinefs ; the argumcnes, 1 fay, are
ftrong : Thus faith the Lord, be that created. the
beavens; and firctched them out : be that fpread
Jorth the earth, and that that cometh ont of it; be
thit piveth breath unlo thé pesple upen &, and Jpinit
e e ‘0
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to them that walk theresn : he i not a mean per-
fon that undertakes this thing, but the mighty
Lord ; he that hath done all great things n the
world, that have been done heretofore, it is he
that undertakes it ; and thercfore, there is no fear
that it {hould fail. '
Having thus difcourfed in general, concerning
the bufinefs of Chrift in the world, and the man-
ner of managing it; he comes again with the
fame thing, and defcends unto particular inftances
and illuftrations of what he delivered before, but
generally : therefore, firfl, In the beginning of
the 6th verle, the Lord is pleafed to thew forth
‘the authority and commiflion by which Chrift is
authorized unto this great bufinefs; 7 the Lord
(faith the text) bave called thee in righteowfunif :
this call is the commiflion of Chrift: No wmax takes
" this bonour unto bim, but be that is called of God,
(faith the apoftle} as Aaron was. That gives
authority to a bufinefs, to be called of God. | S¢-
condly, He reiterateth the helpfulnefs of God, 2s
well as his call unto it,in the following words, [
“cill hold 1hy baud, and keep thee. . And fo, tbu_'d{?
he falls in with an explication or interpretatiop.
Firft, How Chrift fhall compals this great hufinefs
“which he calls him out untp; he thall. do it thuy,
by the Father's giving of bim to be a rqwua;;r: Ser
people.  Secondly, What Cheif is todo, or theend -
for which he is calied out 10 be a covenant. Befoye
it was faid, To dring judgment to the Gentiles ; that
“was his bufinefs in the end of the 1& verfe; noy
S _ hc
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he expounds what this judgment is, It is lo opem
the blind eyes, to bring the prifomers out of prifon, &c,

There are two main things in the text. The
firf, is, The way by which Chrift compafles the
great bufinefs of the Father upon earth, and that
is, by being given 1o be a covenant to tbe people.
Secondly, The bufinefs itfelf, whereunto he is called
out, that is, To open the blind eyes, 1o bring the pri.
foners out of prifom. So you lee how fweerly thefe
truths hang together. -

For the words themfelves, there are thefe par-
ticulars confiderable in them. Firfl, Who it is
that {peaks this gracious language in the text ; you
fhall find, in the beginning of the verfe, it is the
Lord : Thus faith the Lord, Iwill call thee, and give
thee for a covenant. | |

Secondly, We may confider the perfon to whom

this gracious language is diretted and fpoken;"

and. that is unto Chrift;” exprefled only in this
place by the mame of tbee; and grve ihee for a
cevenanit. - Mark here I pray you, it is not, 1 will
-grive myfelf; it fhould be. fo, if the Father had
 fpoken to, or of himfelf only : but itis plain here
are two feveral perfons mentioned, J, and thes;
‘3f there be twe feveral perfons, then it cannot be
God fpeaking to h'm}l'cl-f ; it muft be the Father
" fpeaking to the Son, to Chrift.
"~ Yea, but you will fay, It is fomebody clfe that
fpeaks, and is fpoken unto. -

Nay, but mark in Ifa. xlix. where the fame
expreffione are ufed, that arein the text; and then
you fhall plainly fee, it is the {peech of the Fa-

they
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ther unto Chrift, by many circumftances that will
illuftrate it. In the gth verfe he .begins thus:
And now, faith the Lord, that formed me from the
womb, to be bis fervant, to bring Jacob again te
bim ; it 15 none but Chrift that brings Faced back :
And you that were fometimes afar off, bath he made
nigh by the blood of Chrif.. And in the 6th verfe,
he faith, Is it a light thing 1hat thou foouldeft be my
Jervant to raife up the tribes of Jacob, and to re-
Sflore the preferved of Ifrael ? Who is it that raifeth
the tribes of Faceb, and reftores the preferved of
Ifrael? None but Chrift, who is the Saviour of
all that are faved. = Here he begins to fall upon
fome of the words in the text itfelf. - wwrll alfe
give thee for a light unto the Gentiles, that thou
mayeft be my falvation unto the end of the earth,
Here it is plain now that it is only Chrift; for

_pone is the {alvation of men unto the end of the

earth, but Chrift alone. Again, look in the 8th
verfe and you may fee more of the words of the
text: Thus faith the Lord, in an acceptable time
bave I beard thee, and in tbe day of falvation bave
I belped thee, aud I il preferve thee, and grve thee
Sfor a covenant 1o the people.  Here you fee likewife,
that he who is the Saviour of Ifreel, is he who is
given for a covenant to the people. And in the
gth verfe, That rbu mayeff fay to the prifoners, go
Jorth ; and to them ibat arve in darknefs, foew youre
Selues ¢ o here is the fame thing delivered more
plainly, and Chrift more fully exprefled. This I
have opened more at large, becaufe all T fhall
{peak wﬂl depend upon the opening of this truth.

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, In the next. place,' we arc to note,
what he fpeaks unto Chrift here, even gracious
language in refpect of us. He will give bim for
& covenant,

Foxrthly, Note here unto whom the Father
gives Chrift for a covenant; the text faith, Unto

the people, and unto the Gentiles ; that is, to Fews _

and to Gentiles, to all forts of people.

Fiftbly, Note the end and purpofe for which
the Father gives him to be & covemant unto the
people ; To open the blind s, ) brmg the prifoners
out of prifom.

So, you have the parts of the tex, whn:h afford
many excellent truths, and we might fingle them
feverally out.  But for the fake of brevity, 1 will
- reduce the whole fubﬂance of this text into one
propofition.

Doct. Tbe Father is pfngﬁ'd te give Chrs ﬁ ﬁr 4
rovenant to tbe people and Gentiles, to opem their
blind tyes, and to bring them as prifmers out of
prifon.
~~ This dottrine, you fee, is directly the words of

the text, adding only that explication, that it is
the Father that doth give Chrift. There is abun-
dance of marrow and' fatrefs in this prefent truth
1 kave delivered unto you, miore than people ufually
can find out in it. ' We will endeavour therefore
to break the bone, that all the marrow may be
feen, and none of it may be loft. For this pun
‘ poi-'e we muft defire you to obferve thcfc follnw..
ing particulars.

R 1, What
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1. What it is for Chrift to be a covenant, or,
the covenant,

II. What it is for Chnﬂ to be gwf:n to be 2

covenant.

[11. What it is for Chrift to be a covenant % ,
open the blind eyes.

IV. Iftime will permit, we will then confider
to whom this Chrift is given to be a covenant;
who they are that may partake of him, given to
be a covenant unto them.

I will begin with the firft of thefe, what it is:
for Chrift to be a covenant; and herein will con.
{ider two things. |

Firfl, What this covenant is, that Chrift is unto
us, Secondly, How Chnﬁ himfelf is fa.ld to be
this covenant. .

Firff, What this covenant is, which Chrift is
unto perfons.  Firfl, A word or two in general
concerning the nature of a covenant. The com-
mon aad ufual manner of covenants, as you all
know, is this; namely, a mutual- agreement be-
tween parties upon certain articles,or propofitions,
propounded on both fides ; fo that each party is
bound and tied to fulfil his own conditions, which
if either of them fail in, the other is thereby freed
from his part, and the covenant becomes nullified,
void, and fruflrated. You all know, this is the
true nature of a common covenant. :

“There are two forts of covenants generally,
wherein God enters with men.  There are divers
particular covenants, but I'will omit to fpeak of
ghem ; {uchas the covenant with David to efta-

blifh
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blifh his throne to himfelf, and to his pofterity ;
this the prophet Feremy {peaks of at large, which
1 thall only touch upon and mention, the rather,
becaufe fome are conceited there was no other co-
venant made with Dawvid, but the covenant of
grace: Jfer. xxxill. 20, Thus, faith the Lord, if
yok ¢an break my covenant of tbe day, and my cove-
nant of the night, tbat ibere flowld not be day wer
might in their feafon ; then alfo may my covemant be
broken with David my fervant, that be foould not
bave a Jon to reign upon bis throwe ; and with  the
Levites, the priefis, my miniflers. This covenant
is for the eftablifhment of his throne, and this is
a different covenant from the covenant of grace;
that is common to all forts of belicvers, one with
another : bur [ omit that. .
There are two main general covenants God en-
ters into with men ; the one is called the firft cove-
nant, the old covenant, the covenant of works; it
ftood upon thefe terms, Do this, aud live. The
other is called 2 new covenant, by the prophet
Jeremiab; and, by the apoftle, in Hed. viii. it is
called a better covenant, a covenant of grace. As
for the firft, the old covenant, the covenant of
wotks, which ftood upon thefe terms, Do this, and
live; itis very probable, if not certain, that Chnit
was this firft covenant unto men, even the cove-
nant of works; for, however it be not a covenant
of grace, as the fecond and new covenant is, yet
it may, in fome fenfe, be called a covenant of
‘grace, in reference unto other creatures ; for all
- creatures are under this tie, to do this; that is,
| what,
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what their part is which God hath impofed upon
them ; yet nocreature hath this privilege of grace,
that in doing this, he fhould live: the fun doth
his part, he runs his race; yet the {un lives not in,
or upon the performance hereof: brute creatures
do their part; that is, the trade they were {ct
abour ; yet they die and perifh, and are no more,
when they have done: Hbat then is man, that
thou art mindful of bim, or the fon of mam, ihat
thau vifitefl bim ? Plalm vili. 4. that he fhouid
have life, and no other creature in the world,

fecing there can be no difference in the creatures

of themfelves ; the difference muft bein the grace
of God, which makes it that fome creatures fhould
live by doing, and others not. In Prov. viii, g1.
you fhall fee the ground of this covenant ; when
the Lord made all things in the world, Wifdom,
which is Chrift, there tells us, Thar e was the

‘delight of the Fatber, and ber whole delight was

with the fons of men : 1 fay, the foundation upon
whfeh the difference was built, between man and
other \grcaturcs, that he hath this covenapt by
grace, and others not, is this, Al the delight of
Cbrif} was ‘with the fons of men : he himfelf fingled
out the fons of men to be his delight, as he was
the delight of the Father; and for his fake the
Father will do more for them, than for other
ckeatures.

But, now, the<€ovenant which the Lord men.
tions in. this:place, ‘by the prophet, is not the
firft, but the fecond covenant; [ wil! give thee for

dt‘ﬂr‘f—
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a covenant to the pesple : he means here, not the

“covenant of works, but the covenant of grace;
which covenant is mentioned, Fer. xxxi. 33. and
renewed again by the propfiet Ezekiel, in chap.
xxxvi. 6. And alfo Heé. viii. where you fhall
find both the covenant icfclf, and how, and in
what fenfe, Chrift is faid to be that very cove-
nant unto men. In verfe 6, this is appropriated
unto Chrift, to be his great privilege, to have the
fole hand and managingof this new covenant :
But now ([aith the apoftle)} be bath obtained a more
excellent minifiry, by bow much alfo be 1s the media~
tor of a better coverant: and what is this better
covenant ¢ Mark what follows in verfe 8,. Babold

the days come, jaith the Lord, when I will make a

new covenant with the boufe of Urael, and with the
bonfe of Judah; wot according to the covenant I
made with their fathers: for in verfe 10, This is
the.covenant, I will mabe with the boufe of Hrael
after thafe days, faith the Lord, I will put my laws
info tbeir minds, and write them in their bearts and
I woill be 1o them & God, and they fball bz to me a
peopie ;. and they foall wat teach every man bis neigh-
bour, and every man bis brother, faying, Know the
Lord ; for al! fball know me, from the leaft to the
greatefl : for T awill be merciful 1o ibeir unrighteouf-
nefs, and their fins and iniquitses wifl I remember wo
more : here 1s the fubftance of the covenant, I wa/
be their God, and they fhall be ny people.
. Now, all that I will note briefly out of all thls
fhall be only one propofition, wherein you thall

fee both a vaft and comfortable difference berween -

this

—— o — -
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this neiv covenant, and all other covenants that
God made with men; it differs, I fay, exceed-
ingly, and the com{ort lies in the difference, which
is this.

All other covenants of God, befides this, run
upon z ftipulation; and the promife runs altoge-
ther upon conditions on both fides : the condition
on od’s part was, they fhould live; the condition
on man’s part was, that he might live, he muft
do this: and mark, the gonditions in that cove-
nant were fuch, that in cafc man did fail to per-
form his condition, the covenant was broke, and
God was free from giving life ; which accordingly
came to pafs; for man failing in doing, the
covenant was actually broken, difannulled, and
fruftrated, and man lay under the curfe of the
breach of the covenant in not doing. - Butin this
covenant of grace, to wit, the new covenant, 1t is
far otherwife; there is not any condition in, this
covenant : mark what I fay, and I befeech you
hear me with an impartial and unprejudiced opi-
nion. I know I fhall go againft the firain of
fome : but, I hope, what I fhall deliver, fhall be
firmly proved from fcripture. 1 fay, the new
covenant is without any conditions whatfoever on
man’s part.* Man is tied to no condition that he

- | muft

* This, though abundantly confirmed by the following ar.
ments iv foand fanlt with by fome, particularly by I W,
in his Gefpe!-Truth, &c. p. 59. and yet is no other than what
fome of the moft judicious divines have afferted, particularly
the famous Wifias 1 ¢¢ We, fays he in Oeconom. Fader. lib, 3.
“ chap. 1. fet. 8. agres with them, who think, accurately

* {peaking,

¢
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muft perform, which if he does not perform, the
covenant is made void by him,

Tlfle fieft argument is this, The covenant is
called an everlafiing covenant ; and here, in Heb
viti, God faith, I will be merciful 1o your iniquitics,
and your fins wifl I remember no more. Now fuppofe
there were conditions for man to perform, and
fuppofe man did fail in thofe conditions, what were
become of the covenant? Man did fail in the
condition, whilft therc were conditions before in
the firflt covenant, and thereby the covenant was
frultrated. Man is not now Jo confirmed, but if
there were conditions for him to perform, which if
he did not perform,the covenant thould be broken;
I fay, he is not fo confirmed, but he might fail
in thofe conditions : nay, if thofe be the condi-

tions, that fome inen conceive, then he daily fails.

And, if the covenant ftands upen fuch conditions,

the covenant is frultrated, {u foon as the condi-

tions are broken. So, I fay, if the covenant

¢t fpeaking, that the covepant of grace has no conditions on
“ our past, q:opcrly {o called.” And elfewhere, he hay thele
words: ¢ This is owned, that this is the true and propet
« gondition of the covenant of grace, by which it is chicfly
« diltinguithod from the covenant of works, that all righte-
"¢« oufnels in which the right to life is only founded, is per-
** formed by the mediator and furety of che covenant; hence
<t it follows, this righteoufnels being admitted, that go row-
“* dition, properly fa colled, can be veguwired af che ele2, by which
** shey obtain for themfelves freedom from punithment, and
* aright to life,” Awimadv, Irewic. chap. 14. fet. 5. And
indeed what fome ¢all conditions of the covenant, as fgilh, re-
pentance, and obedience, are no ather than parts or bleflings of
it, which are abfolutely promifed in it. See Ezek. xxxvi. 26,
27, or what the Do&lor afterwards cails the fruits and cffects of
the covenant, . '

_ ﬂands:
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ftands upon any conditions to be performed an
man’s part, it cannot be an everlafiug covenant,
except man was fo confirmed in righteoufnefs, that
ke thould never fail in that which is his part,

But, you will fay, There are many conditions

mentioned in this covenant ; it is faid, that there
muit be g law pus in the mind, and written in thetr
beart, with many other fuch things.
' 1anfwer, beloved, ltis true, God faith, 7 will
put my law in their imward parts, and write il in
theiy bearts, &c. But do you find n this, or in
any other, mention of a covenant, thar this is the
condition to be performed on man’s part ; 1 fay,
that this is the condition of the covenant, and fuch
a condition, that if a man perform it not, the co-
venant is fruftrated?. There i§ no fuch thing in
the text, ,

But you will fay, Conditions, or no conditlons,
a man muft have his heart in this manner.

I anfwer, It is true, by way of conlequence, that
after we are in covenant with God, he will beftow
thefe things upon us as fruits and effeéts of that
covenant ; but, it is not true, by way of antece-
dence, that God doth require thefe things at our
hands, before we fhall be partakers of the cove
narnt.

Arg. 2. Obferve, I pray, and you fhall plainly
perceive, that man hath no tie upon him to per.
form any thing whatfoever in the covenanr, as a
condition that muft be obferved on his part; let
the covenant itfelf be judge in this cafe : it plainly
fhews where all the tie lies, and as plainly fhews

| : that
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that the whole performance of the covenant lies
only upon ‘God himfelf; and that there is notone
bond, or obligation, upon man to the fulfilling of
the covenant, or partaking of the benefits of it.
Mark it in Feremiab, in Exckiel, or in Heb. viii.

read thofe paflages over, wherein the tenure of the
covenant is contained, and you thall eafily {ee
where the tie is, as Hed. viit, 10, This is the cove—
mant I will make with the boufe of lrael after thufe
days, 1 will put my law into their minds, and write
" ft tn thetr bearts : he will putit in, and write it ;

and be will be to them a God, and they fhall be to
bim a people.  ‘The word fball, here, is a word of
over-ruling ; it is 4 word of power, as if he had
faid, 1 will order it fo: it follows, And they fball
ot teach every man bis neighbour, and every man bis

érother, jaying, Knew the Lord ; for they foall afl
know me : how, by their own ftudy and induftry ?

No; fee Fobn vi. 45. and you fhall fee that that

condition, of knowing the Lord, is to be per-

formed by the Lord; for it is there f{aid, They

Sball be all taught of God. Oblerve, alfo, the larger

expreflion of the covenant, in Ezck. xxxvi. 25.

and there alfo you fhall plainly perccive, that ftill
all the tie lies upon God himfelf,” and nothing at
all upon man : Ther codl! I fprinkle clean water upon
you, and ye fhall be clean from all your filthing/s,
and from all your idols will I cleanfe you: A new
beart will I alfo give you, and a new Spirit will I
put within you. Awd I.awill take the flomy beart
ot of vour fie/b, and I wwill give you a beart of flefd :
And 1 will put my Spirst into. yow, and caufe you fo

. ' ‘Il'.r‘ﬂf&
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tvalk iu my flatules, and ye foall kecp my judgmehts
and do them, and fball dwell in the land: and in
verle 29, I will fave you from all your uncleannefs,
and I will multiply the frust of the earth, I will do
it.  Where is there in all this, one word that Ged
fays to man, Thou muft do this ? If God had put
man upon thefe things, then they wete conditions
indeed; but, wheti God takes all upor himfelf,
where are the conditions then on man’s part ?
Give me leave, I will afk you but this queftion,
Suppofe there fhould be a fault, I make but a
fuppofition, of performing in this covenant, whole
were the fault? Muft not the fault or failihg to
perform the covendnt be his, who is tied and bound
to every thing in the covenant, and faith, he will
doit? If there be a condition, and there thould
be a failing in the condition, he that undertakes
all things in the covenant muft needs be in fault:
bur the fruth is, thele particulars mentioned are
not the conditions of the covenant, but they are
conlequents of the covenanrt ; the main fubftance
of the covenant ts included in thefe words, I wiil
be theiv God, and they fball be my people. But,
Sfprinkling with clean water, laking dway a flony
beart, and giving a beart of flefb; all thefe are
' nothing but the fruits of the covenant, which is,
that God is the God of fuch a people, and the
people are the people of fuch a God. For by
virtue of this union, or uniting himfelf to his
people, God doth cleanfe and purge, he doth
fanctify and refine themm. As he becomes the
Vor. I ' | God
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God of his people, fo he purgeth® and cleanfeth
them. He doth not firft come to men, and fay,
make yourfclves clean ; get you the law of God
in your minds ; get you the fear of God into your
hearts ; get you power to walk inmy ftatutes; and
when you do this, then 1 will be your God : if it
did run fo, then here were conditions indeed ;
but, it runs not thus ; all the tie lics upon God’s
part, to.dot every thing that is mentioned in the
covenant.

But you will objedt, and fay, If all lies upon
God’s part, and man muft do nothing, then all
his life time he may do what he lift.

I anfwer, You muft make a difference between
doing any thing in reference to the covenant, as
the condition thereof, and doing fomething in re-
ference to fervice and duty, to that God who
freely enters into covenant with you, 1 fay only,
that in a way of condition of the covenant you
muft do nothing.

Arg. 3. Nay, the covenant in the actual fub-
ftance of i, is made good 1o a perfon before he
can doany thing.§ The mainthing in the cove-
nant is God's being the God of a people, and the
modcl and draught of that, is God’s love. The
covenant is nothing but God’s love toman; God's

love to give himfelf to man; God's love to take
. ’

[* A&ts xv. 9] [+ Plalm lvii. 2.]

Chrilt, who is the covenant idelf, the fom and fubftance
of it, mult be hrft given to a man, béfore he tan do any thing
good ; for wirhent him we can do motbing ; and faith muft be
aiven, ewithour which we cannot pleafe God,

man
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man to himfelf. Now this love of God iz caft
upon man before he can do any thing : before the
children had done good or evil, Jacob bave I loved,
and Efau bave I bated. Shall I need to tell you
that the covenant is then fulfilled in the fub{tance -
of it, when men are altually juftified 7 When
men are juftified, God hath made good his cove-
nant unto them ; he is their God, and they are
his people: now where are the conditions of this
covenant? Take but notice what the apoftle faith,
and tell me what conditions you find in it 2 Rom.
iv. 4, Now to bim that worketh 1s the reward not
reckoned of grace, but of debt. Buit, faith he, in
verfe 5, To bim that worketb not, but believeth on
bim that juffifieth the wigodly, &9c. There are two
phrafes here, to fhew, there can be no conditions
to make up the covenant on man’s part, firft, #s
bim that worketb not ; if there muft be no work-
ing to partake of juftification, ther there is no
conditions unto it. And again, if we mult Selfeve
on bim that juftifies the ungodly ; then juftification
is paft over to a perfon whilft he is ungodly; now
where is the condition of the covenant, while
there remains nothing but ungodlinefs in™ men 2
But if thefe things muft be fulfilled as conditions,
mamely, to change our hearts, and fuch like;
then we are not juftified as ungodly, but as righ-
teous ; and fo it directly contradiéts that of the
apoftie. We muft therefore conclude, that this
covenant, which is then made good when a perfon
is juftified, is conferred and beftowed on him, be.

Pe , 1 fore
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. fore thete ¢an be any fuch thing as a condition in
him. .

Yea, but you will fay to me, peradventure
though works be not the condition of the cove-
nant; yet, we hope you will yield, faith is the
condition of the covenant.

I anfwer, beloved, 1 befeech you obferve me
warlly in this; for I am now upen a nice point ;
and T fhall defire to go as evenly as the fcripture
will guide me in 1it. I muft nceds tell you directly,
and according to the truth, that, faith is not the
condition of the covenant.*

- He that belicves foall be faved, be that believes

* This alio is condemned as an error, by . W, Gofpel
Truth, &c. p. §7. but it is with great propriety and truth
here afferted ; for faith is the fruit of eledting grace, the pift
of God, the- operation of his Spirit, and of which Chrift is
the author and finifher ; and is not of men, or in their power 10
produce in themlui. e<, or exercife; yea, it is a blefling of the
covendnt of grace, and not a condition of it; or is what men
have in wonfequence of their being in the covenant, and not
as the condition of their entrance intw #. And the fame is
acknowledged by many great divines, particularly that excel-
. lLent writer, often quored, profetfor ¥ifius ;' ** The covenant
“ of grace, fays he, or the gofpel ftriftly fo called, which is
** the formula of the covenant, feeing it confifls in mere
*¢ promifes, properly preferibes nothing as 2 duty; it requires
* nothing, it commands nothing, no not indeed, believe,
« truft, hope in the Lord, and the like."  Oreamom. Ferder.
I. 3. ¢c. 1. £.18. Aad again, '~ Nordocs that feem to be ac- °
¢ curately faid, that faith it a condition which the law re-
« quires of us, that we may be accounted righteouvs and
¢ puiltlefs with God. 7 he condition of juftification, properly
“ ﬁ;‘caking, 15 no other than perfet obedience; this the law
*¢ requires, nor does the goipel fubflitute another, but teaches
¢ that the law is fatished by our furety Chrift; moreover
't it is the bufinefs of faith to accept of the farisfaétion offered
« to0 it, and, by accepting, to mzke it its own,” J4. c. 8,
fect. gz

nol




e —— - — r— - .

of Free Grace. 143

ot fBall be damred. Is not faith here the condi-
tion of the covenant?

I anfwer, There is no perfon under heaven fhall
be faved till he have believed. This I grant;
yet this will not make faith to be the condition of
the covenant. For, firft, confider faith as an act,
our alt, and as wedo it, fo 1 fay it is a work ;
our act of believing is a work. If therefore we
perform the condition that is a work for theenjoy-
ment of the covenant, then the covenant doth
depend upon a work; but it doth not depend upon
a work, for the text faith, Tv bim that worketh
not, bus lelirveth om bim that jufif ﬁdb the une
godly, &c.

You will fay, In that text, bchcvmg is required
to the juftifying of the ungodly.

I anfwer, An ungodly perfon, after he is jufti-
ficd, believes: but you muft underftand ir, it is
not the faith of the man that fimply and properly
juftifies, but it is that Chrift in whom he believes ;-
believeth on him that juftifieth the ungodly ; it is
he that juftifiech, thar is Chnit. It is nop be-
lieving that juftifics. Mark well that phrafe; him
that juftifieth. Juftification is an aé't of Chrift,
it is not an act of faith.

But you will fay, It is an a&t of Chrift by
faith.

1 anfwer, Then Chrift julifies not alone. Is
faith Chrift himfelf? If not, then Chrift muft
have a partner to juftify, or elfe faith doth not
juftify, but Chrift alonc doth it. Nay, I fay
more, Chrift juftifies a perfon before he believes;

for,
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far, he that believes is juftified before he believes ;
for I afk you, whether in juftification a map muft
~ believe a truth or a falthood? You will fay, he
mufl believe atruth; then fay I, it isa truth that
he is juftified before he believes it ; he cannot be-
lieve that which is not, and if he be not juftified,
that he may believeit, he then believes thar which
is falfe. But he is firlt juftificd before he believes,
then he believes that he is juftified.*

But what then ferves faith for?

I anfwer, Itferves for the manifeftation of that
Juftification which Chrift puts upon a perfon by
him{elf alone ; that you by believing on him, may

have the declaration, and manifeftation of your

juttification.t Mark what the apofiie faith, where-
by

* Juftification before faith, though cavilled at by many, is
certain ; fince God juftifies the ungodly, and fince faith is the
froit and effect of juitification, and the a&t which is converfant
about it, and the objeét muft be before the aft; and befides jufti-
ficarion took place at the reforrefiion of Chrift; yea, from all
etcrnity, as foon as he became the forety of his le; and
which has been embraced, afirmed, and defended E;ogivincs of
the greatet note for crthodoxy and piety, as Taviff, Pemble,

Parter, Govdnwin, Ames, Witfims, Maccovina, and others, Seemy

Dostrine of Juflification, po 30, 315 3B—425 43, 44, 45, 46,
47-—50.~—54.
+ And, tndeed, for what elfe can 1t ferve, fince 1t is neither

the caufe, noy martter, nor condition of juftification ? ac moft it

ean only ferve as the hand that receives the righteoufnefs of

Chrift for juftification, and claims an intereft in at, and takes

. the camfort of it : nor does the Doctor fay, it ferves caly for &

manifeltarion, but that it does {ferve fuch an end; a3 it 3s

certain it does, 25 has been owned by many judicious divines;
and particularly the learned Howorndeeck thinks, that the diffe-
rence between Dr. Crifp, and others, may eafily be made up,
by difti::ﬁ-ui[hing juftification into aftive and paflive; the for-
- mer is the aft of God juftifying, the latter the termination

and .
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by you fhall find the true ufe of faith, that is not
the condition, without which we receive no benefit
from Chrift ; but rather it is the manifcftation of
that which is already done, and received. Hes.
xi. 1, the apoltle faith, Faith is the ground of
things boped for, and the evidence of ihings not
Jees. 1 pray you obferve the apoftle’s expreflion,
there is abundance of light in it. Faith is the
evidence of rthings, it is not the being of things ;
and it is the evidence of things not fecn. A man
is juflified, and that by Chrift alone, but it is not
known to him, itis an unfeen thing. -Well, how
fhall he fee this, and know thatitis fo? The text
faith, Fasthis an evidence; faith gives evidence to
this thing, faith makes it known; by faith we come
to apprehend it; by fzith we come to rejoice in
it,as we apprehend it te be our own. It is true,in-
deed, Chrift hath honoured faith admirably ; bur
let us take hced we do not over-honour it, to give
the peculiar referved prerogative of Chrift himfelf

and application of it to the confcience of believers; the one
is done at Chrift's fatisfaltion, the other when a perfon atu-
ally believes; ¢ tdis indeed is a mapififlation of that,” Sumina Con-
tov. |, 10, po 7og. And afterwards he fays, **We do not |
rejett che diftinétion between jultification as made in Chritt,
and as manifefted to the foul, though in the explication of it,
we do not io all things agree.” p. 720. And it is the former,
and not the latter, that is properly juffification, as Mecevins
obferves, ** It is faid of Gncf that he jultifies, Rom. iv. 5. and
of us that we are juftified, ch. g. not that there is therefore
a twofold juftification; for that which is paffive is improperly
called juftification, and is only the fenfe of attive juitificarion.”
Fide =pwrer ¥owhs, Arminian. c. 10, p. 120.  And what then is
this paffive juftification, which is by faith, any more than 2 per.
;Cepqun.?'endem, and manifeftation, of what is propesly jofti-
ation

unto
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unto it: if faith were a concurrent thing with
Chrift, and Chrift did not juftify a petfon alone,
what would follow ? Confider, when' a man is
Juftified, he is juftified from all unrighteoulnefs;
and if his faith juftjfies him from all unrighteouf.
nefs, this thing will unavoidably follow; that that
thing which is full of unrighteoufnefs will juftify
a man from unrighteoufne(s ; as much as to fay,
a man is juftified from {in by fin.

But you will fay, Faith is not fin,

¥ anfwer, No, faith jtfelf is not fin: but that
faith acted by believers is full of fin; and the ful-
nefs of fin in it, makes faith in fome fenfe a {inful
faith : and if it be finful, how can that which is
finful juftify man from finfulnefs? What need
Chrift be without all fin to juftify a perfon, if
any thing elfe could do it that hath finfulnefs in 2
You muft either fay, there is no fin in your faith,
or elfe you muft fay, you are juftified by that which
hath fin in it; yer, I fay ftill, as faith is an evi-
dence, a manifefltation, fo it may be faid to be our
juftification ; that we are, in regard of our own
hearts, and qur own {pirits, juftified by faith :
but God-ward, as we ftand actually before him,
a difcharged people from fin, and fo confequently
partakers of the covenant; as we ftand thus, [
fay, it is not faith that juftifies, neither wholly,
nor in part ; but Chrift alone freely for his own
fake, confidering a perfon as ungoadly, fo he juﬂi-
fies him. -

Beloved, let me tell you, though faith itfelf
canpot thus be called our righteoufnefs ; yet in
' | refpe&t
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refpec of the glory that God afcribes to it, that
it feals to men’s fouls the fulnefs of righteoufnefs,
how can you confider a perfon a believer, and
withal ungodly ? When men are believers, they
ceafe to be ungodiy: but if they are not juftified
till they believe, Chrift doth not juftify the un-
godly, but the godly ; and then that truth which I
have delivered, Kem. iv. 5. cannot hold current,
That we mufl believe on bim that juflifies the ungedly ;
but rather, we muft believe on him that juftifies
the righteous. But, as I faid, we donot believe that
we may be jultified ; but we do believe, and truly
believe, when we are, and becaufe we are juftified.
So that flill it ftands firm, we are not juftified, we
are not in covenant, we partake not of the cove-
nant, by any condition we perform, till which
performance the covenant cannot be made good .
unto us; but we are in covenant, and Chrift
makes us to be in covenant, for his own fake,
without any condition in the creature, Shewing
mercy to whom be will fhew mercy ; without any
thing, I fay, the creature is to do, to this end, to
partake of the covenant.

In the nexr place confider, how Chrift himfelf
can be faid tobe the covenant.  Forthe text telis
us, that he doth not only give Chrift that there
may be a covenant with men; bur, faith he, J will
give thee for a covenant : he him(elf is made the
covenanf. I anfwer, Chrift is the covenant three
ways, Fifl, He is the covenant fundamentally.
Secondly, He is the covenant materially. Thirdsy,
Hc 1s the covenant equivalently,

i,
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Firfl, Chrift is the covenant fundamentally; that
is, he is the original of the covenant, the beginning
of the covenant. The covenant of grace takes its
being from Chrift. Adem was all mankind, as
all mankind was in 4dam, in the loins of Adam :
fo Chrift is the covenant, and all the covenant is,
as it were, in the loins of Chrift, and {prings out
of himh : he is the covenant-maker ; heis the co-
venant-undertaker ; he is the covenant-manager;
he orders the covenant; he is the covenant-dif..
. patcher ; hedoth every thing in the covenant;
he makes the articles ; he draws God the Father,
and man, to an agreement unto the articles ; Thy
people fball be a willing peple in the day of thy
power, Plalm cx. 3. And God is in Corift veconciling
vhe world* untp bimfelf, 2 Cor. v. 19. Chrift brings
God down to the terms of the covenant, 10 yield
to them. Chrift brings man alfo to be willing to
it. Heb. viii. 6, Chrilt is called The Mediator of
ibe covenant. A mediator, what is that? A
mediator of a covenant, is a perfon that hath the
'managing of it on both fides. A covenanr is no
covenant till it be concluded, and done: there

* By whom are meant, not all the individnals of mankiad,
for thefe are not all in Chrift, nor all reconciled to God, mul-
titudes dying in enmity to him, nor all interefted in the bleff
of non-imputation of fin: whereas each of thele is (aid of the
world here : bat the ele® of God, who are chofen in Chrift,
whofe e Chrift is, whofe fins.are not imputed to (hem,
and againft whom no charge of any avail can be laid; and par-
ticularly the people of God among the Gentiles are here de-
figned, who are frequently called the wosld in {eripture ;. being
the world which God loved, for whofe fins Chri.!{" is the pro-

itiation, and of the reconciling of which mention is particu-

ly made, Fobn iii, 16, 2 John ii. 94 Rom. xi. 12,13,

may
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may be articles, but it is not actually a covenant
rill both fides are agreed : fo there cannot be a
mediator of a covenant, till there be one that 13
able to bring both fides together, and make up a
conclufion. And thus Chrift is the covenant, or
the mediaror of the covenant, as he manageth all
things in it. Job.hath an excellent expreffion, to
thew forth the folenefs of Chrift to deal in the
covenant between God and men; he makes a
bitter complaint, and pitiful lamentation ; he knew
not how to deal with God, and gives this as a
reafon of it, { Job ix. 32, 33,} For be s not a man,
as I am, that I foould anfwer bim, and we fhonld
come togeiber in judgment ; neither is there any day’s-
man betwixt us, that might lay bis baiud upon ui
both. A day's-man ; itis Chrift thatis this day’s-
man; it is all one with an umpire, or a mediator:
he muft come between, and lay his hand upon us
 both: what is that? upon God, and us: the
meaning is, he that is the day’s-mian, the media-
tor, muft be fuch a perfon that hath power on both
parties that enter into covenant together: he muft
lay his hand upon God ;' that is, he muft have
power with God, and bring God to fuch tcrms as
he propounds ; and lay his hand upon man, to
bring man on ; and, when he lays his hand upon
both, then he is a mediator of the covenant. And,
" in this fenfe, Chrift is a covenant, as be hath the
managing and difpatching of all the bufinefs of the
covenant, from the firft to the laft.

Secondly, As Chrift is fundamentally, fo he is

materially, the covenant; Chrift himfelf is the
‘ covenant,
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cw;cnaﬁt, as he is Chrift. This feems ftrange,
but there is an admirable wifdom of God to be
adored in this thing : the covenant fubftantially

ftands in this; I wil be their Ged, and tbey fhall .

be my pecple. Now Chrift he is both thefe in
" himf{elf; he is God unto his people, and he is the
_ people unto Geod, and before him. Both thefe
meet in that onc Chrift, and are both of them ad-
mirably illuftrated to us, Marss. i. 23. where, upon
the birth of Chrift, the angel faith, Tbey foall call
bis name lmmanuel; which, being interpreted, is
God with us; Chrift is, God wwith us, not only as
Chrift's Godhead did take the human nature
fimply ; but Chrift 1s God with.us, that is, Chrift
is fo ordered by the Father for men, that the Fa-
ther may fee the deity and humanity made up in
" one, to wit, Chrift’s perfon ; and fo, confequently,
all the people, that are the people of God, are
confidered in Chrift, as part of him: for Chnift
is confidered two ways, cither as he confifts of
the Godhead, and one individual human nature ;
or, as he confifts of that and a compaé of
many perfons confidered as members of Chrift's
myitical body : fo Chriftis the head, and all thofe
that are in covenant with him, are members ; and
this head and members together make up one
complete and entire bodyv.  Confider Chrift thus,
" and then you fhall fee in him God, the God of his
peoplc, and men the people of God, and both thefe

mcct togcthcr only 1n Chrift.
Chrift, in a very few words, doth very excel-
Jently fct forth this his own being, materially, the
covenant,
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covenant, Febu xvil. 22, 23, dAnd the glory thou
gavefl me, L bave given them ; that they may be one,
as we are owe. Here, firfl, he fpcaks of unity
among themlelves, as members have unity in one
body : then he goes further in the next verfe, I in
them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfel?
tn one » as much as to fay thus; I, 23 I have af.
fumed humanity, and befides the humanity, have
aflumed the members of my myftical body, fo I
am in them, and they in me; and by this my
being one with them, and they one with me, they
become one with us both ; fo, God to be the God
of his people, and the people to- be the people
of God, meet both in this one Chrift, God and
man ; Chrift as head united to his members, and
they as members in covenant with him.

Thirdly, Chrift himfelf is faid to be the covea
“nant equivalently; I mean thus, Though the
main fubftance of the covenant be fulfilled to be-
lievers as foon as they are Juftified, thac is, while
thevare ungodly; yet there are particular branches,
or rather fruits of the covenant, to be fuliilled to
believers in their feafon : to have God more abun.
dantly pouring out himfeli in all manner of gra-
cioufnefs, this is to be fulfilled in feafon. Now,
Chrift is faid to be the covenant, as a prefent
pawn, or earneft, delivered into the hands of a
perfon, at the very inftant of his juftification ;
which pawn, is of equal value and worth with the
whole covenant, when it is fulfilled to the utter-
moft: fo, Chrift being given over to men, as a
pawn and earnelt, they have, at the firft intant,

the
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the whole covenant equivalently. If a man de-
+ liver money to another, and he receives a pawn
‘worth the money, then he hath the money in his
hand, though not in fpecie, yet in valuc, he hath
as much as the money is worth; and fo, by con-
fequence, it is as much as if he had the money
itfelf.  Chrift, delivered over in juftificatipn, is of
equal value with all that is to be fulfilled, when
~ the .covenant is fulfilled to the utrermoft. He
being of equal value, it follows, that Chrift is the
covenant by eftimation, though not in refpet of
the accomplithment and fulfilling of the feveral
fruits.

‘Thus I have done with the firft branch: this I
defired to clear more fully; becaufe I find the
word is marveloufly puzzled with the mixture
of other things befides Chrift in the covenant:
we will go a little further this morning, becaufe I
would difpatch that I intend, and weuld not wil-
lingly leave any thing, not knowing when, or
wherther ever [ fhall fee your faces again. I
will therefore enter upon the next thing of great
concernment : | hope there hath been no mif-
take of what I have fpoken, and then 1 know

the truth of it will juftity itfelf againftall contra-

diction.

H. The fecond thing is, what is it for Chrift to
be given for a covenant? I anfwer, All that benefit
that Chrift is, or all that Chrift can be to a perfon,
is a mere deed of gift ; and it comes only as a
very true and real gift unto men, upon no other

confideration, but fimply the Father's good will,*
' . v to
[* Haiah Ixv. r.]

—_—— ——— — — -
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to make a gift of it; this dependeth neceffarily.
upon what we thewed before. If that which we
have hitherto {poken be not true, this cannot be
true; if the covenant be with condition, and the
condition to be performed for the covenant ; then
certainly Chrift is not a mere gift. That whicha
man buys or pays for, he makes a'reckoning of it
as due debt : he cannot make a reckoning of it as
" a gift: but you fee it plainly in the text, that
Chrift is given to be a covenant; Chrift is not
bought to be a covenant, he is not paid for. Co-
venants between men I know are thus, if a man
has a houfe or land to fell, there are articles drawn
up and agreed upon; and he that muft have the
land, muft pay for it: it is not fo in this cove-
nant; but it is as in covenants that are deeds of
gifts, which run thus, 1 will freely beftow thig
upon you: fo God beftows his Chrift freely,
pafling him over to men, without any thing from
them in confiderarion of this Chrift which is be-
ftowed. And this imports two things; 1 fay,
that Chrift is a gift, imports two things.

Firfl, That in the participation of Chrift, God
requires nothing of man; he expcts nothing
from man in confideration of that Chrift he be-
ftows upon him. I fay, he requires nothing, he
expects nothing, he will take pothing; nay, he
will not give Chrift unto men, except they will
take him frecly, without bringing any thing for
him. -
Secondly, This gift Chrift, being given unto
men, imports that there is go vilenefs, no finful-

nefs,
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tiefs, no kind of wretchednefs of man, that card
be any bar to-man from having a full paft and
portion in this Chrifl: a gift implies them both.
I fhall open them both, as clear as may be.

« Firf, 1 fay, Chrift is'conveyed unto men asd
gift ; without the Father's.requiring any thing of
them, or expecting any thing from them; but
only barring them from bringing, or thinking to
bring, any thing to this end, that they may have
a part or fhare in Chrift,

I thall firft declare, and make clear, thatr it is
direétly contrary to the nature ofa gift {(confidered
really as a gift) to require, or expect any thing
in confidcration of that which is given. When
things are paffed overto a man upon confideration,
either they are pafled over by bargain and fale, or
elle by way of bribe. When a man defires his
caufe may go well in a fuic of law, he will give
the judge fomething ; but the confideration muft
be, that the judge fhall carry the caufe on his fide;
this that the judge receives, is not a gift, but a
bribe, becaufe fomething muft be done for it.
When a man muft have {uch and fuch lands, or
fuch and fuch goods, and there is a contract, you
muft give me fo much money, and you fhall have
them ; thefe lands and goods are not gifts, when
money muft be paid for them.

If we muft bring any thing to the Father in
confideration of Chrift the covenant, then here is
a bargain and fale between the Father and us: 1
will give you my Chrift, but you muft bring me
murks, to wit, broken, and ¢lean, and changed

- hearts,
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hearts, and the like: this is a mere bargain and
fale, In Rom. iv. 4. you fhall find plainly and
clearly, how the apoftle direétly overthrows the
being of a gift upon this fuppofition ; if it could
be received, that 2 man muft bring any thing to
his juftification, he plainly affirms, a gift ceafeth
to be a gift when any fuch thing comes in; Now
20 bim that worketh, is the reward reckened mot of
grace, but of debt : mark, 1 pray you, well, .10 bim
that tworketb : rhat i3, would you bring your hu-
miliations, your prayers; as conditions that God
may perform his covenant? Do you bring any
thing in the world, and work any inherent righte-
oufnefs? * Then faith the apoftle, the reward, that
is, the accomplithment of the covenant, is not
.teckoned of grace; if you bring works, the gift
ceafeth to be a gift, it. muft be reckoned to be a
debt. Either then you muft lay down all works,
and let them ceafe in the bufinefs of partaking of
Chrift, or clfe you muft conclude you muft not
receive Chrift of grace, but of debt: and the
apoftle doth make it more clear, Rom, xi. 6, And
if by grace, (that is, by gift, for grace and gift,
you muft underftand, are all one: grace is no-
thing but the favour of God freely, and of his
own accord communicated ; And if by grace) then
1t 1s no wore-gf works ; otherwife grace is nv wre
grace: bul if i1 be of works, then it is no move
grace, olberwife work is no more work. If .you
bring grace unto works, or works unto grace;
either the one, or the other, or both, are made
void: as much as to fay, thefe two things are in-

Vor. L Q confiftent,
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confiftent, they cannot ftand together, that we
thould partake of Chrift through grace and works
both ; they will not ftand together: grace muft
{tand alone, or works alone; for one directly over-
throws the other.

And, beloved, to {peak frecly 1o you of thefe
‘work-mongers, thefe buyers of Chritt, that would
bring fomcthing with them to partake of Chrift;
what would they bring? They fay they will bring
a good heart, or a changed life. I afk, what
prize is this you bring? De you bring any thing
of your own, or that which is God's already ?
Suppofe your hearts be never fo purged and
cleanfed ; what bring you to God? You bring
that which already is his own ; as much as to fay,
a man owes another a thoufand pounds, and he will
come and bring him this thoufand pounds, for
lands worth fifty pounds by the year. No, he
muft bring a thoufand pounds more, if he will
purchafc the land : even fo it is for a perfon to
bring works for Chrift, which works thou owett
unto Ged already; no, firft pay thy firft debt
-which thou oweft, and then if thou haft any
more, bring that unto God to purchafe Chrift
withal. But alas, when you have done all, you .
ar¢ unprofitable fervants; for all you have donc
is not yours, it was due from you before; how
then can any thing you do be a confideration to
purchafe Chrift withal ? -

Moreover, you that will bring works, and, in
cottfideration of them, expect a part in Chrift;
what are the works you bring? A whip you fhall
. have
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have as foon-as a Chrift, in regard of your
works: Oh, the filthinefs of ali the works of
men, as they work them! There is nothing but
filthinefs in them; Zea, (faith Paul) I count ail
things dung, that 1 may be found in bim, not baving
my own righteoufnefs :  therefore, as it is moft
prefumptuous pride in men, fo it is the grofleft
ignorance that can be, to dream of any thing
that they have, do, or can do, in the partaking
of Chrift ; they direcly overthrow the nature of
a gift: haft chou but one thought once, that Ged
will accept thee in Chrift, upon confideration that
_thou haft performed thus and thus; this very
thought diretly deftroys Chrift, confidered as a
gift: for if he be a gift, then he comes without
any confideration whatfogver.

Qs SERMON
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SERMGON VIL

The New Covenant of Free Grace.

ISAIAH xlii 6, 7.

And 1 will give thee for a’covenant of the pro-

ple, for a light of the Gentiles, to open the
blind eyes, to bring out the prifoners from
the prifon, and them that fit in darknefs one
of the prifon-boufe.

N the next place, as it is againft the nature

of a gift, fo God doth not expect, nor will
accept of any thing from men in confidera-
tion of Chrift; and, for chis, the feriptures are
plain and clear, that the Father expelts nothing
in the world of men; no one qualification or {pi-
ritual difpofition, before, or upon the communi-
cating of his Son Chrift unto men: I will but
- name fome few paffages to clear this to you, that -
1 may not {tem to come in my own name, in this
that I have delivered.

. Confider, among other paflagces, thatin J/z. iv. 1.,
it is'plain there, you may fee, that God locks for
nothing in the world of men; be they what they

will,
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will, be they in the worft condition, no matrer

what it is, they are the men to whom Chrift ofters

himfelf; Ho, every one that thirjieth, {faith Chriit)

that is, every one that hath but a mind to come

to him, every one that would take him, may have

him : Ho, every one that thivfleth, come to the wa-

ters ; and be that bath no money, come ye, buy, and

: yea, come, buy wine and milk without money, -

am! -wrrbam price.  Wherefore do ye  [pend your money

Jor that which is not bread ? And your labour for that
which fatispeth not?  Hearken diligenily unto e,

and eal ye that which is good, and let your foul de-
light itfelf in fainefs. Eat, but not buy; for it is
faid, Buy withoat moncy; you may eat without

price, and that which you fhall eat as fatnefs.

Mark what follows, Inchne your ear, and come

‘unio me ; bear, and your fouls foall live ; and I will
- make an everlafling covenant with you, even the fuve
mercies of David: here you {ee the covenant men-

-tioned. But what doth God require here in the
‘covenant? No money, no price; the covenant
“yuns all upon mercy; it is an everlafting cove-
nant indeed,and an everlafting covenant of mercy.

Now mercy is the doing a thing only and merely

of gift : if a man will forgive a debtor, and afk

nothing of him, then he is a merciful man: o far

as men give, fo-far are they merciful ; {o far. as

they fell, there 1s no mercy in that. But here is

. neither money, nor price; nor any thing® at all in
confideration of the covenant,

[* Luke vii, 42.] _
Likewife,
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Likewife, in Hofea xiv. 4. God faith by the
prophet, I will beal their backfirdings, I will love
them freely, for mine anger is turned away from
them : he will love you freely, that is the term:
he will afk nothing for that good he will do unto
you, it fhall be frcely; and what is more free
than gift?

Look alfo into that notabie place, worthy of all

confideration, Epb. ii. where the apoftle fpeaks
moft admirable {weetly to this peint, of giving
and communicating Chrift, and all that is Chrift’s,

untomen, merely of grace, merely of gift, without

confideration of any thing in the world ; and there
you have the reafon, why God will do it merely
of gift, and upon no other ground or caufe ar all,
{in verfe 4,) faying, But God, who is rich in mercy,
Jor bis great love wherewsth be loved s ; (here is
the great principle that gives being to all thar
follows) ecven when we were dead in jins, bath
quickened us togetber with Chrifi, (by grace ye are
Javed) Mark what follows, and barb ratfed us up
sogetber, axd made xs fit together in beavenly places
 in Chbrif Fefus : that, in the ages 1o coms, be wmight

Joew the exceeding riches of bis grace, in bis kindnefs
tmwards us through Coriff Fefui: for by grace are ye

Javed, tbrough faith, and that wot of yourfelves, i1 is-

tbe gift of God ; wmet of works, lefi any man fhould
bagft. Here you fee how notably the apoftic takes
off all things in the world, whereby man may ima.
. gine 1o move God to thew kindnefs, and give his
Chrift unto them ; and attributes all to the riches
of God’s grace, becaufe of that love wherewith be

leved
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foved us. Hence it is that he beftows Chnﬂ! by
grace; and by this grace are we faved, and thal
nat of ourfelves, mot of our works, left any fould
Mﬂ. ‘ .o
I will not recite many places : one more, and
then I have done with this. Lok into the laft of
the Revelations, you fhall fee Chrift is fo a gift
pafled over unto men, that God looks for, afks,
requires nothing of men to their partaking of him:
in verfe 17, Lot bim that is atbirft come, and whofo .
wull, let bim come, and take of ithe water of life
fieely.  No matter for bringing of any thing with
you ; have youa mind to him ? take him freely,
God {corns to makea fale of his Son. If menrtake
him as a deed of gift, well and good; if they will -
have him upon other terms, God never means to
part with him. I tell you, could you bring
angelical perfection and obedience, and prefent
that unto the Father as a motive to him to beftow
his Chrift upon you ; if you dare offer the per--
felteft righteouinefs in the world for Chritt; 1 fay,
you fhall be accurfed for it. If we, (faith the
apoﬂle, Gal. 1. 8,) or an angel from beaven, preach
any ather gofpel unto you, iban ibat we bave preached
unto you ; any other gofpel, than falvation, and
participation of Chrift, by grace and free gift (for.
that is the doctrine he had eftablifhed before, and,
through the whole epiftle ta the Galatians, doth
maintain) ket fuck a perfon be accurfed, faith Paui,
And, concerning thofe that will preach any other
doétrine, or will eftablifth any righteoufnefs of man,
and pervert the people of Ged from the ﬁnccnt};_
o
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of the doctrine and gofpel they have received ; the
apoftle is fo cager againft-them, that he brcaks out
into this expreflion, [ would thzy were even cut off,
which trouble you, in the fame epiflle, chap. v, 12,
and upon the felf fame ground we have in hand,
he thus exprefles himfelf ; and, why ? becaufc they
overthrew the great intent of the Lord, and thofe
great thoughts he hath of himfelf; namely, that
the world may fee what a God of grace he is. 1f
a man comes with works towards the enjoyment
of Chrift, he overthrows the grace of God, and
fruftrates the great end for which God fent Chrift
into the world: for as you fee it plainly there in
the cpiftle to the Epbcfians, the place before men.-
tioned, the Lord therefore comes to give Chrift,
to fetr forth the prafe of the glory of bis fiee grace.

Secondly, This gift (Chrift I mean) given as a
covenant, imports unto you, that as the Father
looks for nothing in men to partake of Chrift,
fo alfo it doth imply, there is nothing in men,
though neverfo vile, that can'debar a perfon from
a part in this Chrift. Some will not have Chrift, -
except they can pay for him; others dare not
meddle with Chrift, becaufe t]‘ll‘.‘}" are fo vile and
wretched ereatures, that they think it impofiible
that Chrift thould belong to fuch wretched perfons
as they are. You know not {faith one} what an
aborminable finner 1 am ; you look upon others,
but their fins are but ordinary; but mine are of a
deep dye, and 1 fhall die in them : the rebellion
of my heart, is another kind of rebellion than iz -

in others.
| Beloved,
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Beloved, let me tell you freely from the Lord;
Ict men deem you as they will, and make yourfelf
as bad as you can, I tell you, from the Lord, and
1 will make it good, there is not that finfulnels
that can be imagined in a creature, that can be
able to {eparate or debar any of you froma partin
Chrift ; even while you are thus finful, Chrilt may
be your Chrift. Nay, I go further; fuppofe one
perfon, in this congregation, fhould nor only be
the vileft finner in the world, but fhould have
all the fins of others, befides what he himfclf -
hath committed ; if all thele were laid upon
the back of him, he fhould be a greater finner than
now he is; yet, if he fhould bear all the fins of
others, as 1 faid, there is no bar to this perfon, but
Chrift may be his portion; He bore tbe fins of manuy,
{faith the text) but he bare them not as his own,
he bare them for many. Suppofe the many, that
are finners, Thould have all their fins tranflated to
one in parricular ; ftill therc is no more {in than
Chrift died for, though they be all collefted to-
gether.  If other men’s fins were tranflated upon
you, and they had none, then they needed no
Chrift ; all the need they have of Chrift, were
tranflated to you, and then the whole of Chrift’s
obedience thould be yours. ,

Do but obferve the ftrain of the golpel, you
fhall find that no fin in the world can be a bar to
hinder a perfon from having a part in this Chrift
that is given: look upon the condition of perfons
(as they are revealed in the gofpel) to whom
Chrift is reached out : and the confideration of
- their’
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their perfons will plainly {hew to you, that there
is no kind of finfulnefs can bar a perfon from.

having a part in Chrift.

Look into Ezek. xvi. quite through ; the perfon
1s there confidered 11t a ftate of blood, of menftru-
* oufnefs, of vilenefs, and greateft filthinefs that can
be fuppofed ; and when #o eye could pity fuch a
perlon, or do any goed to bim ; 1 paffed By thee,
(faith Chrift) thy time was the time of love, 1 fware
unio thee, I enlered inty covenamt wiitb thee, and thou
becamefl mine. Conftrue this in a fpiritual fenfe,
conceive of a {piritual eftate of filch, proportiona
- able to a natural eftate of filth, That very time

of the vileft of our fpiritual filthinefs, is the time of
Chrift’s Jove when he enters into covenant. Yea,
but fure the cafe is altered, before Chrift aCualty
fwears. No; then wafbed 1 thee with water ; yea,
I thoroughly wafbed away thy biood. When? even
“then when I fwoare unto thee, and entered into cove-
nant with thee, and thou becameff mine. Firlt he did
fware, znd then he did wafh them: and not wath
them, and then fware unto them, and enter into
covenant with them. Firft, I enicred into cove-
pamt with thee, then wafbed I thee with waier, and
then put I jewels upen thee, &5¢c.  The firft thing
he doth, is, he enters into covenant, and the
people become his people, and then he takes
them in hand, and wafthéth and purgeth them,
and not before;

Confider Chrift’s own expreffion, I came fo
Jeek, and to fave that which was boft ; I came not
to call the righteous, but finvieys fo repemtance ; lbe

whole

Sy
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whole need wot a phyfician, but they that are fick :
“here flill the perfons are confidered in the worlt
condition, (as fome might think) rather than in
the beft. Our Saviour is pleafed to exprels him-
felf in a direct contrary way to the opinion of men.
F came not to call tbe righteous, but finners : the poot
publican that had nothing to plead for himfelf,
went away more juftified than the proud pharifee,
that pleaded with God ; 1 Ibarz.l' thee that I am pot
Juch an one.
. Men think righteoufnefs brings them near to
Chrift : beloved, righteoulnels is that which puts
a man away from Chrift :* ftumble not at the ex-
preflion, it is the clear truth of the gofpel:t not

fimply a doing of fervice and duty, doth put

away from Chrift; but upon the doing of duty

and fervice, to cxpe& acceptance with Chrift,

or pamc:patmn in Chrift, this kind of righte-
oufnefs is the only ﬁ:pamuon between Chrift and
a people ; and whereas no finfulnefs in the world
can debar a people, their righteoufnefs may debar
them.

I need not tell you, what [ have fo often men-
tioned, that there muft be a believing in him that
juftifies the ungodly, Rom. iv. what can you look
for of an ungodly perfon? 1f there can be any
bar in the world to hinder a man from taking

Chrift, you would think it fhould be ungodli-

* When jt is trufted to, and depended npon, and put in the
room of Chrift and hie rightecufnefs; ar when it is Emught to
fi¢ a man for Chrif, and give him a right aod ¢lzim to him, and
his bencfies.

[+. Matt, v, zo.]

nels ;
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nefsy it is the ground of moft, and ail men’s
fears. But if the term ungodlinefs be not bad
enough, confider, Chrift goes turther, even unto
rebellion; he hath received gifts for the rebelli-
ous, Ffalm 1xviii, 18, Thon bafl afcended on bigh,
and led captivity captive, thou bafl recerved gifts for
men, yea, for the rebellics alfs, that Ib: Lord God
might dwell among them.

But fome may be ready to fay to me, Though
God be never [o free in giving Chrilt unto men;
yet they may never have a part in him, exceprt
they have hands to take, and receive him,

I anfwer, 1 befeech you confider,and 1 an{wer
peremptorily, that though men have no hands to
take Chrift, yct may they receive him. 1 will
clear this a little to you, firft by illuftration, or by
way of fimilitude : a poor indigent. perfon is
fpeechlels, he hath never a tongue; he is handlefs,
he hath never a hand: he cannot afk with the
tongue, he cannot take with the hand; if you
have a mind to give, I alk, can you not give to
fuch a perfon, becaufe he hath not a tongue to
fpeak, nor a hand to take? you may behold, and
fee the pitiful cafe of fuch a man, and your com-
paflions may be ftirred in you; and whercas he
cannot put a garment upon his own naked - back,
yet you may provide raiment, and put it upan his
back with your hands, as wcll as if he had put it
on himfelf: and thus God deals in beftowing
Chrft upon men; we are dumb, and cannot
fpeak, We know not what to afk as wwe ought, faith
the apofile, . Rom. viii, 26. but God being sich

mn
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in compaflion, he beholds our miferablenefls ; his.
own bowels ftir him up.* Although there be no
language in the creature to move himy; yet out of
thefe bowels of his, he will thew pity and mercy
to us, and reach out his Chrift, to thofe that have
no hands to receive him, no faith to believe in
him. It is the Lord puts this Chrift on the back
of thofe perfonst on whom he hath pity and com-
paflion. 1 fay, that although we have no hand,
vet the Lord puts this his Chrift upon us; it i1s not
we that put him on, but the Lord that puts him
upon us. | |

Secondly, To refolve the cale more fully and
clearly, obferve a diftinGtion very needful to be
obferved and confidered : there is a twofold re-
ceiving of Chrift; there is, firf, a paffive reci-
piency ; Jjecondly, there is an active recipiency.T -

Firft, There is a paffive receiving of Chrift,
and that is, fo that Ch;if’t_is received without any
hands; but in an adtive receiving of him, he is
not received without hands : you will fay, what is
this paffive receiving of Chrift? I anfwer, a paf-
five receiving of Chrift, is juft fuch a receiving of
him, as when a froward patient takes a purge, or
fome bitter phyfic; he fhuts his teeth againft ir,
but the phyfician forceth his mouth open, and -

[* Zech. ix. r1.] . (F lfah xi. 10.]

+ And an excellent diftinftion it is; _the learned Hoormbeeck
takes notice of it, and has thele words concerning it; * Neither
=« do we rejeét fome diftintions of theirs [i. e %}r. Crifp, and
¢ gthers, called dntizomizm) as of the reception of Chrift,
“ primum pailive, am altive, fidt pafive, then aftive.,” Summa
Controy, cap, 40, v 720,

pours
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pours it down his throat, and fo it works againft

his will,* by the over.ruling power of one over
him, that knows it is good for him. ThusI{ay,
there is a paflive recipiency, or receiving of Chrift,
which is the firft receiving of him ; when Chrift
comes by the gift of the Father to a perfon,
whilflt he is in the ftubbornefs of his own hearr,

‘being froward and crofs; and the Father forces -

open the fpirit of that man, and pours in his Son
in fpite of the receiver.¥

There is fuch a kind of recipiency mentioned in
fcripture, Ferem. xxxi. 18, 1g, I bave furely
beard Ephraim bemoaning bimfelf thus, Thou baft
¢haftifed me, and I was cbaflifed, as a bullock usn.
accuflomed to the yoke ;  turn thow me, and I fbail

be turned, thou art the Lovd my God, Surely after

that I was tarned, I repented: and afier that I
was infiruited, I fioie upon my thigh: I was

[* Jobn iv. 16, 17, 18.]

+ This is to be underftood of the ftate and condition, in
which a man is, when God comes firft to work upon him,
mwhl;:hhe;spaﬂive and dhe fimile dmdc ufe of, of lg!:lth:
fician forcing a2 man’s wonth open, an ri yic a
his will, is iiu:nded to illuftrate, and m llig Ph
mity and rebellion of the heart of man againt Chrift and hu

race ; and thews how difagreeable, to the carnal mind, are
methods which God takes when be et works upon it,
cither by afliftive providences, or by letting the Jaw into the
canfeience, which works wrath there ; and not, as D. W. fug-
g:ﬂsmhu GofpelTruth, bec. ﬂ. 101, 3 if men were faid to
receive Chrift againft their wil
ferves, when Chrift has entered into the foul, and has revealed
himfelf, and thewn it his excellency and bis buuty, it embraces
him, and holds him faft; when his power comes v it, it is
made willing to receive him, whom, before, it had a diflike of,
sod as averiion to,

abamed,

for, as the Do&tor after ob- -
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e/bamed, yea, even confornded.  Mark how Epbraim
(who is the reprefentative of the church) ftands
atfected and difpefed; when God comes firft to
tame and break the fpirit of Epbraim, God s fain
to get upon Epbraim, as an horle-rider is fain to
get upon an unruly horle, that was never broken;
he muft fecter him upon all four, that he may
ftand ftill before he get up. So God muft ferter
KEpbraim before he can get up, before he cantame
him; [was ar a buliock, unaccuflomed to the yoke,
nothing but kicking and fpurning at firft; after-
wards Epbraim becomes more gentle; #ben I was
converied, I fmote upon my thigh, and was con-
Sfounded : but before, Epbraim was a bullock un-
accuftomed to the yoke. Hence it is, thar the
entrance of Chrift into a perfon is attributed unto
the power of Chrift; Thy pesple foall be a willing
peaple in the day of thy power ; the power of the
Lord muft overcome a perfon, before Chrift can
have a poffeflion of him, in regard of the crofinefs
of the {pirit of man to the pleafure of Chrift. -
At the firf}, then, there may be a paflive re-
ceiving of -Chrift, by which Chrift may enter
and doth enter into the fpirit,* though the foul
reach not forth the hand to take him in; but
rather on the contrary part, fight againft hin by
keeping him from entering : but now when this
* Chrift is poured into the fpirit of a man by the
“power of the Lord, then he begins to work, to
break, and to tame the fpirit, to be at his own’
beck and pleafure: when Chrift hath once re-
* Afls ix. 3.
[ s vealed
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vealed himfelf, and made the foul behold his
beauty, and acquainted it with his excellency,
then it begins to embrace him, and to hold him
faft, and will not let him go.

Here comes in the fecond act of receiving
Chrift, when we take him, perceiving he is a
friend and coming for good, and that there is no
good but by him.  Chrift is confidered as given
of the Father; and being given, the Father hath
no regard to any thing* a man can do for him, or
any thing he can do againft him.t

But it may be, before 1 leave this, you will
" alk, is not unbelief a bar to have a part in
Chrift ?

1 anfwer, It is a bar to hinder the manifeftation
. of Chrift in the fpirit; but it is not a bar to hinder
onc from having a part in Chrift, on whom Ged
doth beftow hitn. It is true, that you, nor I, can
fay by expericnce that Chrift is ours, until we be-
Jieve ; as long as we continue in total unbelief,
we cannot conclyde to our own fpirits that Chrift -
is ours: bur unbelief is not fimply a- bar to the
beltowing of Chrift, ta {uch a perfon; he beftows
him without any regard] to belief, or unbelief: if
unbelief fhould be a bar to hinder Chrift from
being beftowed upon men, where is the man to
whom Chrift {hould be beftowed ? There is no
perfon under heaven confidered fimply as ungodly,
and under the notion of ungodlinefs, but he is
coniidercd as an unbeliever, as well as a finner in

[* Micah vi, 6. 7.] [+ Gen. xx. 6.] |} Luke xiz. 5.}
other
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other refpelts; o that to the Father’s giving of
Chrift, unbelief is not a bar; only tothe inward
fatisfaction of the foul and fpirit, unbelief is a
bar: a foul cannot be refolved till it doth be-
lieve.

I11. And fo now I come to confider the third |

thing 1 propofed, namely,

What it is for Chrift to be given to open the
blind eyes? | |
- There are two things very rematkable 1n it,
that he is given to do this : for hence I infer, and
the thing itfelf will clearly bear it :

Firt, That Chrift is actually paffed over to a
foul, and a pofleflion of Chrift is delivered unto
perfons, before ever their blind ¢yes are opened,
or they come our of prifon; that is, before they
have any gracious qualifications whatfoever; and
this is a truth that follows upon the former, that
- Chrift himfelf is the firft {piritual gift that the
Father doth beftow upon any, before there be
wrought any opening of the eyes, which is the
firft of all gracious qualifications wrought in a
man.

Secondly, That the opening of the eyes, and
bringing the prifoners out of prifon, is the fole
work of Chrift ; non¢ doth this bufinefs but Chrift
alone when he is once given,

The firft will need a little clearing {and thereby
the fecond will be fufficiently evidenced) being a
truth of very great concern, and yet feldom feri-
oufly confidered ; I fay, that Chriflt is actually

given and ‘paflcd over to men, and made really

VoL, 1, R theirs,
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theirs, before ever there be any gracious qualifica-
tions put into the foul of fuch a man. 1 fay, as
before, obferve this caution, I fpeak of God's
giving Chrift unto men, not of the manifeftation
of him unto a man to be his: there is, and muft
be faith, as 1 faid before, for the manifeftation of
him to be ours; but there is no qualification
wrought in the heart of any perfon, before Chrift
be actually pafled over, and made his in the co-
venant. Now, 1 fay, Chrift 1s given and pafied
over to fuch a perfon, before he has any gracious
qualifications ; I do not mean, as fome do, that
God did actually decrce Chrift, unto fuch and
fuch, before he put any qualifications in them ;
this is a truth indeed ; but I fay further, That
God gives actual poflefiion of Chnift, and Chrift
takes poffeffion of that perfon, before there be
any qualifications wrought in him : now Chriit is
given, not only to perform fome common aits of
God's providence, but heis given as the covenant
itfelf ; he enters, and altually juftifies a perfon,
bctore any qualification be wrought in him.

Now I fhall cndeavour to clear this, by all pof.
fible evidence I can; the fcripture is plain for i,
in M. Ixi. 1, ¢, 3. and fo forward; there you
fhall fee that Chrift s actually given unto men,
before any gracious qualifications whatfoever be
wrought in them; Tbe Spivit of the Lord God is
upon me, faith Chrift; for they are his words, as
he himfelf applies them, in the fermon he preach-
ed, Luke iv. 18, The Spirit of the Lovd God s
upon e, becanfe the Lord bath ancinicd me to preach

the
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the gifvel to the poov, be hath fent me to beal the
broken-bearted, 1o preach deliverance vo the capirves,
and vecovering of fight to the blind, and to jfet at
kiberty them that are bruifed.

Obferve it, 1 pray you, Here Chrift hath a
bufinefs to do in the world ; which is, To bind up
the broken-bearted ; and, the Lord hath anointed
him to this bufinefs., What is that anointing?
The Lord hath feparated him, defigned himto it ;
and according to his defignation, places him where
he may do it; this is meant by ancinting. Now,
when a man is fet apart, and fent about fuch a
bufinefs : he muft be there corporally or vir-
tually before that is done, which he is {entto do;
he is fent to do a thing, therefore he muft be
there where it is to be done: a man is not faid
to do a thing, when it is done before he come;
if Chrift be fent to bind up the broken hearted,
and if it be his bufinefs ; certainly they are not
bound vp before he comes to bind them; and if
he comes to bind them up, then he is prefent be-
fore they are bound up.

But, peradventure, you will fay, by this text,
here are broken hearts firft, before Chrift be fent
to bind them up: therefore there muft be broken
hearts before Chrift come to the foul.

To this [ anfwer, Thata broken heart is to be
confidered in a double fenfe, cither, fir/f, Simply for
a heart undone ; or, fecondly, For onc {enfible of
its own undoing : you know, men are faid to be
undone, and broke, when their eftates are broke, -
and their credit cracked ; and, they may be faid

R = - 0
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to be broke, when they have examined their own
books, and find that they are, and fo feek to their
creditors to make agreement ; they may be con-
fidered as broken, fuppofing and confidering what
their condition is fimply in itfelf, as they are un-
done in it ; or clfe, as they apprchend themfelves
to be undone, and {fo make agreement.

. Now, thefe two kinds of brokennefs of heart
confidered, 1anfwer, It is moft certainly true in the
firft {enfe, there is a broken heart, before Chrift
is confidered as prefent to bind it up; that is,
men are really undone, before he comes to reftore
them ; but thefe perfons are not fenfible of their
own brokennefs of heart, until Chrift comes and
makes them fenfible of it.

Thercefore, if you will {peak of the fenfe of
breaking, I flatly affirm, Chrift is actuaily given,
and is come unto the foul, before fenfiblenefs be
wrought in the foul. Mark but the covenant as
it is recited, Exck. xxxvi. 26. who is it deals
with the hcart of man to take away the ftoninefs
of it, and to give a meltingnefs unto it? 7 will
take away the flony beart ont of your flefb, and I will
give you an beart of flefb : who is that? It is he
that did obtain a more excellent miniftry, by how
much he was the mediator of a better covenant .
even the mediator of this covenant, and it is he
that takcs away the ftony heart; and, if he breaks
_it, how can there be faid to be a broken heart, be-
fore Chrift comes to doit?

Thereforé, in brief, know this, Chrift is fent
unto men, as to bind up their hearts, when they

are
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are broken, fo gracioufly to break them, when
they are hard; firft, he breaks them, then he
binds them up ; He is fent to bind up the broken-
bearted, to proclarm liberty to the capirves, the opening
of prifon-deors to 1be prifoners: people think by
_their humiliations, forrows, mournings, and obe-
dience, and fuch like, to ger Chrift; but it is
plain that the very fpiric of mourning is the
work of Chrift upon a perfon, and he is prefent
to work it too. Zech. xil. 10, {1 will pour upom
the boufe of David, and the inbabitants of Jerufalem,
the fpirit of grace and jupplicaiion: and they fball
look upon me, whom they bave pierced, awd momrn: -
who was it that poured this fpirit of grace, fup-
plication, and mourning? 1, faith Chrift. 1,,
who was that I ? It is he that was picrced, on
whom they fhall look that had pierced him;
- They fhall look upon me whom they have picrced ; this
is he that poured out the fpirit of fupplica.
tion and mourning; fo, if it be Chrift that was
picrced, as is plain, then it is alfo plain that he
poured out the {pirit of grace, fupplication, and
mourning : * how then can they mourn before
Chrift comes, when it is he, after he is come, that

doth this thing ? .
Object any qualification whatfoever, and it will
appear moft evident and plain, that it is Chrift
himfelf, after he is come, that works it; evem
faith icfelf, which is called the radical grace
of all graces, is not given until- Chrift him-
{elf be given to men, who works this very faith;
" Heb. xii, 2, Looking (faith the apoftle) umo Fefus
. the
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the authoy and finifler of our faith: he is the au.
thor ; what faith can there be then till he comes
to work it? . .

Confider, Pfa/m Ixviii. 18, compared with Epb,
iv. 8. and you fhall plainly fee Chrift s given
unto ien, before there be any qualifications of

- any grace whatfoever in them; Tbou baft received
Eifis for the rebellions, faith the Plalmift ; Thoy baft
given gifts amto men, laith the apoitle : put them
both together, Chrift received for, and gave gifis
unto rebellious men ;- confider, 1 pray, what gra-
cious difpofitions, and qualifications are confider-
able in rebellious men ; as they are rebellious,
there can be none confidered: but Chrift re-
ceived, for, and gave gifis to, the rebellious ;
therefore, he is given, and accordingly gives
whatfoever any perfon hath, before he hath any
thing.

‘There are many notable arguments in fcripture
moft abfolutely eftablithing this truth ; that Chrift
is given and made over unto men before they have
any qualification whatfoever. Co/. i. 18. where
Chrift is called, The bead of the body, the church,
and the bepinning. Thefe two metaphors illuftrate
and eftablifh this truth.

Firff, Chrift is the beginning. He that is the
beginning of all things, is before all things ; not
only in the being of naturc before all things, but
a@ually prefent before all things be begun. He
that is the builder of the houfe, doth not come
after it is begun to be built ; but he is prefent at
the place before a ftone 1s laid, becaufe he is the

' man
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man that muft-lay it, he is the beginner of it; and
if he be the beginning, whatfoever is begun, is
after him that is the beginning.

Secondly, Chrift is the head. 'This is the other
metaphor, whereby is fet forth, that Chrift muft
upon neceflity be in the foul, be altually pafled
over unto men, before they can have any gracious
qualifications. A head is the fountain of all ani-
mal and fenfitive {pirits, and of all motion; w ith-
out a head, a man cannot hear, fee, walk, feel,
. ftir, nor do any thing, fecing all thefe operations
come from the head. Confider the body as head-
lefs, and all the fenfes are abfent, and ‘without a
head nothing is done.  Chrift is the head of his
church, {fo faith the apoitle) that is, he is the
fountain of all fpiritual fenle and motion. You
may as foon conccive that a man is able to fce
whilft he hath not a head ; as to. think, a man
can have fpiritual eyes, whether the eye of faith
to behold Chrift, or the eyes of mourning to
lament one’s wretchednefs, before there be actu-
ally the prefence and conjunction of Chrift the
head, unto fuch a body. Beloved, to think a
man can have any f{piritual fight, before Chrift
be actually united to the foul, is all one, as for
a man to think to fee, before he hath eyes.
“T'he eyes are placed in the head; both the or-
gans, faculties, and fpirits all are in the head ;
how can a man fee, that hath neither eyes nor
{pirits to feed them? which he hath not, while he
hath not a head, where all thefe are planted. Chrift
muft be the eye, and prefent, to give fight ; there-

fore,
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fore, the fcripture exprefsly fays, That be is given

Jfor a covenant io open the blind eyes: if to open |

them, then they are not apcned beforé he givcs
them fighe,

And, /birdly, As Chrift is called a head, and a
beginning ; fo alfo life ,frequently in the {cripture.
1 am the way, the truth, and the life : no man comelh
10 the Father, but by me, John xiv. 6. Can a man
be an active creature, before there be life breathed
into him? Tée Lord, (faith the text) at the crea~

_ tion, dreathed into man the breath of life, and fo be

became a living foxl. He was likea ftone, till he
. had life : but now, faith the apoltle, [lhve, yet nor
I, but Chriff liveth in me, Gal. ii. 20. And, &y ithe
grace of God, I am that I am, and bis grace that was
beflovwed upon me, was not in vaing but I laboured

more abundantly than they all.  Panl was an adtive

foul. How? By the grace of God, 1 Cor. xv. 10,
. That is, as a body, without a foul is dead; fo
every perfon, in fpiritual altions, is whoily dead,

till Chrift the foul of the foul be infufed into him, . -

to animate and ¢nliven him. ;

! fhall not [pend more time in urging more ar-
guments; though I might be large to thew that
Chriftis the firft thing given unto us, before all
other whatfoever. For if this light be not enough,

+ we muft wait. till the Lord in his time will reveal
his truth.

IV. And now in a word or two confider, whe
they are, to whom Chrift is given to be a cove-

nant.  All this is good news, will fome- fay, 0

thofe unto whom it is fent. Many thoufands cry.
out,

e — E—— A ——— e - —— s — -
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out, Oh, but it is none of my portion,” ne: .y
portion, that Chrift thould be given as a covenant
to me.

I fhall not be large in this, theugh fome may
expedt it ; the text will tell in part, who thofe ace
to whom he is given for 2 covenant, to wit, the
people, and the Genriles, one, as well as another.
God gives Chrift to men wighout refpect of per-.
fons, to Jews and Geptiles.  You fhall find
through the whole courfe of the fcripture, the
perfons to whom Chrift is exhibited, are ftill ex-
preffed in the meft gencral terms @ if a man would
know for whom he came, it is anfwered, HHe came
to frck and 1o fave thofe that are lofl ; in due tive,
be came 1o die for the ungodly ; and came not 1o call
the righicous, but fiuners to repemtance ; and while
we were yed fomers, Chrift died for us.  The {erip-
ture runs upon this ftrain; why then fhould any
man come and cry, He died not for me, be is not
given for me ? Why, art thou a convinced finner?
He was given for thee, if thou art truly faying
with the publican, God &e merciful to me a_fruner.

The king puts forth a proclamation, and in ithe
pardons all thieves : what mad or foolifh thiet will
fay, Oh, but the king doth not mean me, he may
mean others, but not me! Why, he means thieves
in general, he excepts none ; why fhouldeft chou
fay, not me? If there be the name of thicves in
general, without particular mentioning of fome,
they will come'in, and take their portion, Be.
loved, fo.Chrift deals with men, he is givento the
. people, to the Gentiles ; art thou of the people?
: art
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art thou of the Gentiles? I thou art, why is he
not given to thee? Nay, more, it is the penpia
and Gentiles confidered as finners?

But fome will be ready to fay, You know he is .

not given to all people, and all Gentiles; fome
do mifcarry, and poffibly I may be among them
that do mifcarry : but how thall I know that Iam
among the number of fuch finners that fhall not
mifcarry ; and my portion is in this Chrift ?
Beloved, here obferve by the way, now we are
fpeaking of knowing whether Chrift be mine, or
no, not fimply of Chrift’s being ours, but of lus
manifeftation, or of knowing him to be ours,
how fhall I know it? - You will fay, There arc
labyrinths, in which a man may walk, and by hap
may chance to hit the right, in the finding of this
great truth, fo much fearched after, how a man
may know whether Chrift be his orno.  To lead
you a plain and fure way ; the beft way for any
man to know whether Chrift be his or no, is to
confider the conveyance in which he is madeover
to men; fee the terms of conveyance, and accord-
ing to thefe terms, fuch is the fecority of your
title. Now theterms of conveyance (as I have
often told you) are only fuch as in a deed of gift,
and a dced of gift univerfally exhibited and reach-
ed out. Therefore, I muft tell you, there is no
better way to know your portion in Chrift, than
upon the general tender of the gofpel, to conclude
abfolutely he is yours, and fo, without any more
ado, to take him, as tendered to you, on his word ;*

[* Ifaiah Iv. 1.]
and
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and this taking of him, upon a gencral tenler,*
is the greateft fecurity in the world, that Chritt is
yours. Say unto your fouls (and let not this be
contradicted, feeing Chrift harh reached out him-
felf to finners as finners} My part isas good as any
man’s; fet-down thy reft here; quettion it not,
but believe it ; it is as good I'ecunty as {iod can
make thee : he hath promifed, venture thy foul
upon it, without feeking for further fecurity. But,
fome will fay, he doth not belong to me: why
not to thee? he belongs to finners, as finners;
and if there be no worle than finfulnefs, rebellion,
and enmity in thee, he belongs to thec, as well as
to any in the world:{ and there is nothing at all
can give thee a certainty he is thine, but receiving
him on thefe terms; He came to bis own, and bis
own received bim nol;  bul, to as'many as received

* This is the principal paffage on which the Dereh profefor,
Hecrnbeeck, has E.id the charge of holding univerfal redemption
to the Dodtor, concluding, from this general tender, or offer of
Chrift to all, that he held the univerfal {atisfaltion of Chrift

‘for all, and that all have an equal portion in i¢; from whence

they might be afiured of Chrilt as theirs, and not from any
eondition in thomiclves : and, indecd, the univer(al offer, cannot
be fupposted without fuppofing univerfal redemption; which
thofe, who are fond of, and yet profels particular redemption,
would do well 1o confider., Sec Smma Comtrov. pa 703, L 10,

+ This is puttmg it upon a much bcttcr foot than the general
tender; which is no fecority to any, of Chrift being his; nor
even general redemption idelf, fince all have nat a portmn in
him, or are faved by him; bue, Chritt dying for the worft
and chief of finners, and his promife to receive, and his aftually
receiving them as fuch, are the beft fecuriry, and on which a
poor finner, under adoep fenfe of fin may rely; and be encou-
raged to apply to Chn& and lay bold upon him as his own Sa-
viour. Sece the laft ph of the next fermon, where the
Dottor mentions a bct'.‘cr Fr.unty than the. gcnr.ral tender.

bim,
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bim, (mark that) be gave powcer 1o become the fons of

God. .

He receiveth finners, as finners; he never fhut
out onc ofall thofe thoufands, that came upon the
tender of the gofpel ; he never put any by ; Bus,
fo.as sy as recevoed bimy 1o themn be gave power fo
becomie-the jons of God. Bring me any one inftance
in the whole book of God, of any one.that hath
come to Chrift, and taken him upon the tender of
the gofpel, and yet he hath put this perfon by,
It is true, in a {hatlow marter, cpncerning a bodily
cure, the woman comes to Chrift, and at the firft,
he would not hear, then he calls her’ dog; yet
before they parted, Chrift not only accepts the
woman, but breaks our into admiration, Obf
woman, greal s toy faith ! Bur, 1 fay, in the bu. -
finefs of partaking of Chrift, ficw me an inftance
of any in all the beok of God, that have ventured
upon the general tender*® of Chrift, which was re-
jected. 1f there be no example, in all the fcrip-
gure, from whence fctch you this bircernefs of your
own {pirits, that you may not, that you dare not
clofe with Chrift?

Burt, you will fay to me, If this takmg of him
be the beft fecunity, how fhall I know whether I
believe or no? Or how fhall I kncw whether this
my taking is net a counterfeit, but a folid, fub-
ftantial, real, taking of Chrift.

I anfwer, By the reality of the thmg Do you
it indeed ? If you do it indeed, it is a real taking.
If a man fhould afk you, How do you know the

[* Rev. xxii. 15.]
fun
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fun fhines ? The light of it fhews itfelf, and, by
its light, we know it {hines. How fhall I know [
believe2 . There is a lighe in faith that difcovers
itfelf unto men. The fou! that really clofes with
Chrift, may conclude he doth. If you give fix-
pence to a poor man, and then atk him, How do
you know I have given you it, and that you have
it ? Why, faith he, I have it in my hand, and find,
and feel 1 have it, So, afk your hearts this quef-
tien, How do I know 1 believe in Chrift? Do I
caft my heart upon this truth ? Do [ receive it as
one that I do believe, or do I reject it, or will not
receive it? Then I do not believe : but if you fit
down, and reft upon it, and receive it, and do in
reality believe ity then you may abfolutely con-,
clude Chrift is yours. Inrefpectoftime, I cannot
amplify any further: but, 1 hope, for the prefent,
this will give fatisfaction. A word or two for
application, and fo I will conclude.

Is this a truth, as hath been by [cripture proved -
to you, That Chrift is given a covenant o men, lo
open their blind eves? Then it is plain, they begin
at the wrong end of the bottom, who begin to
wind up at the gracioulne(s of their own {pirits,
from thence to have comfort. If you begin at
any other end than at Chrift to get grace and com-
fort, you do as they do that take the inmoft end
of the bottom of the thread, and begin to ravel
there; fo that little or no work is done, but much
and many a knot, and broken ends made, and
the work quite {poiled ; whereas, if they begun

at



I

184 . The New Covenant

at the utmoft end of thc bottom, it would have
run without difturbance.

Beloved, Chrift is given to open men’s blind
eyes; go whither you will, you fhall never have
your eyes fpiritually opened, except you go to
him: Oh, what a do is here with men, or in men,
with breaking their own hearts, and forfaking their
fins! And whither do they run? they run to
their inherent righteoufnefs, their qualifications,
thetr prayers, their tears, their humiliations, for-
rows, rcformations, univerfal obedience, and the
like ; butis this to run to free grace and free
mercy in Chrift ? nay, Chrift, alas, is never
. thought of ; he is clean forgotten, and wholly
neglected, and not confidered all this while. Here
is ploughing wirth a wooden plough; here is a

working upon a dead horle, or rather with one;
what is in the heart of a man to plough up the

rock of his own hcart? - No marvel, that you
fivear and toil and moil all the day long, and all
lics in the fame cafe itdid: there i3 no ftrength
to bring forth; becaule you go in your own, or
_the ftrength of the creature, and naot in the
ftrength of the Lord Jefus.

You know when 2 pump is dry, men ufe not
to ftand labouring at it till they fweat; but they
ficlt come, and fetch a bucket of water, and pour
the water into it, and then they fall to pumping,
and by virtue of the water poured in, there comes
more water up, and by continual pumping they
fetch out abundance: fo your hearts are dry
things, there is no fap, no moifture, no life in

them ;
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them ; Chrift muft firft be poured in, before you
can get any thing out ; wherefore then ftand you
labouring and tugging in vain? Oh, ftay no longer,
go to Chrift ; it is he that muft break thy rocky
heart, before the plough can come over it, or at
leaft enter into it. As 1 told you before, fo L
tell you again, you muft confider Chrift as freely
given unto you by the Father, even before you
can believe. '
* There is a ftory of Ebedmelech the black-moor
in Feremy, who by his intereft and favour with
the king, got lcave to go to the dungeonto fere-
miab to fetch him out ; he carries ropes with him,
lets them down, and caufeth Feremiab to put them
under his arms, and round about him; now
Feremiah by holding faft the ropes, doth not pull
him into the pit, but he pulls Feremiah out of the
pit to himfelf. I{peak this by way of illuftration;
Chrift is our Ebedmelech with the Father, the great
King of Glory ; his dealing prevails that he may
have liberty to pluck us poor Feremies out of the
pit and dungeon of fin and fatan, of mifery and
deftruction. How doth he this? He doth not
firft fend ropes, and then come after, but goes
and carries them with him; that is, Chrift doth
net fend faith firft to believers, and then comes
after as drawn by it; no, but he comces and
brings it with him, and he, being prefent, lets it
down to them ; and when they have it, they do
not draw Chrift down to them by it, but holding
it faft, he draws them up to himfelf. So here is
not faith firft, and then Chrift; but Chrift comes
- firft
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firft and gives faith to apprehend and lay hold
upon him: confider therefore Chrift as your Eéed
meicch, who comes and reacheth bimfelf out to
draw you up, and.being firft prefent reacheth out
faith to you, by which you may hold; fo Chrift
fercheth you out of the pit.

Whercfore (to draw to a conclufion) remember
this, as you run to Chrift, fo fhall you prolper in
every thing you take in hand; all the bufinefs
that Chrift undertakes fhall go on a-main, whilft
that the creature undertakes thall ftand at a flop:
make trial, begin but with Chrift ; rake him along
with vou 1n your entrance upon any thing, and
you have a mighty counfellor to guide and direct
you, for fo Chrift is called; and good counfel
you hnow I1s very ufcful fgr a prolperous expedi-
tion of things. Again, you have a tower and
retuge fully fecure to retreat to, in cafe of extre-
mity, or of over-mafterthip, It ufeth to be a
- prime piece of policy, being to combat with an
eneiny, to make fure of fome good fort, and to
maintain that; fo that if the enemy be too
ftrone, they may know whither to go to be hid
and faved from the prefent danger; and without
fuch a refuge they are all liable to be cut off : fo
do you begin with Chrift; make fure of him
when you enter into the field of the world; get
but this fort, and you have a place of retreatupon
all occalions ; where there is moft certain fecu-
rity, which the gates of hell fhall not be able to
prevail againtt ; for Chrift is that impregnable
rock ; but this is not all.
| | Chuift

*a
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- Chrift is aifo agua vite, water of life: take

but Chrift along with you, and then 1in all your
travels no fooner do you begin to faint, but there
is aqua vite at hand ; you may drink of it, and -
youg {pirtts fhall be refrefhed and revived. Whar
. fhall I fay more toyou? It is Chrift thas oils the
wheels of your chariots, and makes you run the
ways of God’s commandments ; ‘it is he that fills
the fails; you muft needs lie at a calm, if he be
not prefent to blow in them; take Chrift with
you, and you have the wind at command.
Manya mariner would give the world to have fuch
a privilege, as to command the natural winds,
and to make them blow when, and which way he
lifteth; he would never then lie wind-bound: be-
loved, you that have Chrift, have the wind in your
fifts, you may be carried to any port you will ; if
you thave him, you fhall have a {wift gale, and
thall {zil a-main by his power.

Therefore, if Chrift be poured forth, and a
gift unto men, and fo cheap that you may have
him for nothing, only receiving him ; let this be
your everlafting cry and fong, none but Chrift,
none but Chrift; or rather in the language of the
apoftle, I defire to know nothing but Fefus Chriff,
and Fim crucified. |

Vor. L. S SERMON



