T HE

DECLARATION

OF THE

qabilahzlpbia}t Socicty
ENGLAND,

EASTER-

DAT, 1699.

Addreffed to the Catholick Church Reprefentative and Diffufive.

O the Bifhops and Presbyrers of the

Catholick Church, wud to all Or-
dersy Ranks and Degrees of the fame, clecled
by God the Father, and called our of thc
World, being fangtificd by bis Spivit: And i
garticular to the Chnrchesy wheeher Ejtablijhed
or Difperfed withinn thefe three Kingdsms, of
England, Scotland, axd Ireland;” and yer
more peculiarly to thar of this Kiugcdom, and to
all Relsgions Socictics thereiry however they may
be nominased and diftinguified, cither fepara-
ted from ity or holding Communion with it :
Bar in @ moft [pecial mannery to as many as
cither here or abroad, do truly believe, and
weit for the coming of ewr Lord Jefus Chrilt,
int the Majefty of his Father : The Philadel-
phian Society, fokuded for the Propagation of
Apofbolical Faith and Love, wifleth the increafe
8 Grace, Peace and Trurh,

Fathersy Brabren and Friends,

O D having appeared in thefe
latter Days, to cxcite and raiie

up many Perfons in all Nations,
borh Secretly and Publickly, after diverfe
and fundry manners, to prepare the Way
of his dear Son 5 unto whom he hath given
by an Quth, the urmoft ends of the Earth
for his Inheritance: Be it known uuto vou,
that he hath Excited and Comnranded us
by his Spirit, which is the Teftimony of
kis Son, to bear an open and publick \Wit-
nefS at this time for his Kingdom. W hich
Kingdom is not of this World, nor after
the manner of the Nations; But is of Hea-
ven, and from Heaven, and after the man-
ner of the Saints in Blifi; who are ever
doing their Father's Will, and follow-
A .

ing

§. 2.
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ing the LAMB, who is their Light, whi-
therfoever he goeth.  And that this Kingdom
may come guickly, according to the Oath
and Covemint of the Everlafting Father,
aad that the Wil of our God aad [ord
be obeyed with the fame Univerfality,
ad Alacrity, even here upon
it is in Heaven, to the San-
is Name, Tor LORD cur
) aiefs 5 and even toa vilible lnforip-
tina of it oaall hisDiftiples: So that it may
indecd be Exalred above cvery Noome nnder
Fleaverand wzery Knee made pobow dowa to it
v¢ think it our bounden Duty, by all Ways
Mediums,by all Methods,Expedienes and
prifes, according to the Pattern of the
Holy Ancicrrs: with coatinued Labours,
VW atchings and Supplications, to promote,
;ance and carry on the luterelt of the
12

5. 3. And therefore we cannot but ex-
hort and encourage one another, and as
many as with us do look for fuch things,
to walk in all Holy Converfation and God-
lizefs, to keep the Works of the Son of
GOD unto the end, and to held faft the
Word of his Patience, until he come : Be-
iz diligent that we may be found of him
1 Peace and in Love, without Spot, and
blamelels, as was the Prinstive Church of
PHILADELPHI A. Wherefore, being
mindful of the Words which were fpoken
bhefore by the Holy Prophets, and of the
Commandmene of the Lord aud Saviour,
bleffed for ever: As often as we do meet
together for this end, we do after this
aunper.  And as at all Times, and in all
Places, we account it our higheft Duty
thus to do, without any Partiality or Ac-
ceprance of Perfons: So efpecially, when
we are zffembled in the Spirit of the
L.ORD, that our Loyns may not he at
any time ungirt, or our Lamps extind,
and witheut Oil: For when the Bride-
sroom cometh, it will then be too late to

go to buy it; and the lirele Door, Wrich 18
already begun to be opened, will then be
fhuc up.

Fahers and Brethren,

§.4. Marvel not thac this is a finee Door,
and that there is but a little viuble
Strength as yer: Since Geod, ceven our
God, hath chofen tie finall things of this
World to confound the gicar, aied the foulifh
things to confornd the wijc ; and thar not
once only, but always. = As for our filves,
we could have been very well contented,
had it been the Will of our Father in
Heaven, not to have appeared as we have
done; but to have enjoyed rather in pri-
vate (as fome of Youdo) the Satisfaction
of thofe great and augult Truths, which
we now confefs before the whole World.
It would have been far more cilie for us,
and would not have expofed us to (o ma-
ny Evils; but our Wills, which are in
themfelves moft contrary, we have learn’d
by his Spirit afliting us, to fubmit to his
Holy and moft Adorable Will.

§. 5. But notwithftanding this our more
publick appearance at prefent, we do not
hereby intend to recede from what we
have formerly declared in the Reafons for
the Foundation and Promotion of this Seciety;
but do earneftly delire to keep fll, and
maintain the Communion of Saints invio-
lable, in the Band of the Holy Catholick
Church.

§.6. And for as much as itis found ne-
ceffary, in order to fuch a near and inti-
mate Communication with one another, as
is required for the effectual Profecuting the
Great and Holy Defign before us, the In-
tereft of Chriffendoms, and the Good of all
Mankind, to initiate and admit Perfons in-
to our Society; (for that otherwife we
could not be faid ta be a Society ) we would

not
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not herein, that ye fhould mifunderftand
us, as if we were by this, fetting up for
a new Sc&, and a divided Church; our
folemn Proteftations to the contrary, not-
withftanding. For we have acted ia this
matter, and fhall continue to act, accord-
ing to thofe moft Catholick Principles,which
all the Churches of Chrifl, that ever were
or are, may juftific us in: We think it
not our proper Bufinefs o meddle with
the Controverfics, that arc at this day in
Chriftendom 5 but to pray and wait for that
Holy Spirit, which alonc can determine
them, and lcad into all divine Truth.
The Principles of the Chriftian Religion
we believe to be plain and cafic, familiar
and obvious, to that degree, that he that
runneth may read them, in the facred Wri-
tings of the New Tcftament: But the My-
fteries of the fame, wc believe none can
truly underftand as they ought (nor even
ut in Pra&ice thoroughly.the Principles
themfelves) but fuch as are Spirinal 5 that
is, Initiated by the Spiritof JESUS, into
the Knowledge of them, Experimentally,
Effentially and Fundamentally.  All wrang-
ling therefore about theft, from the Spirit
only of Reafon,or the rarural Man,we cannot
approve as a means for the Eftablifhing the
Unity of Faith, in the decp and recondite
things of God; but do think this method
moft incongruous and ineflectual, as it
hath hitherto fhewed it felf to be.

§.7. All the Precepts and Inftitutions
of our Blefled Mafter, we, according to
their very fulleft apd utmoft Latitude,
accept, and intirely fubmicto. The Houfe
of our Socicty we have founded upon his
Sermon on the Mount: Whence, thongh
the Rain hath indecd deftended, and the
Floods came, and the Winds have blown,
and beat upon this our Houfe and Efta-
bliment, yet it falleth not : Neither can
it fall, for that it is founded by the Eternal
Wifdom it fuIf upon a Rock; which Rock

is Chrift, in the Manifcftation of his Spi-
rit and Power.

§ 8. Wherefore the Feand stion there-
of, which formerly Lath been deddired
being as the 7448 of Z.o, thit caunot by
moved, and thie cutraice thereof as the
Door of DA\ ID, which is never v be
fhut i the Church of Philadelprie: NV e
have bolduefs to Addrefs i tids Maanar
unto you, Men and Brethren; yea, uuto you
Fathers and Elders, even as many us are
Separated and Sanétified, in all the Churdhs
throughout EUROPE and whercive o
clfe this our Declaration may he carried)
for an Holy Miniftration aml Callia:
And we entreat you, by ¢he Bowds of
the Lord JESUS CHRIS T, who
we all protefs to honour, and 1o follow,
as our Leader; that ye would luy wiide
all Prejudices againft one another; ol os-
cerrain Traditions of Meu, all Difpares
about Words, and all Impofitions of Ui
intelligible My fteries (though truc in then:-
felves) and that ye would be pleafed to
make a Candid Allowance for the Power
of Education in fome, of Conftitution in
others; and of the different Apprcheati-
on of things (more or lefs) in all; and
thence love one another as Brethrer, and
as CHRIST hath loved you, whereby
ye nuay be able ro demonftrate your it o
to be built (together with us) u;
Him: He being, the Chief Corue
of this Houfcof 8 KOT H 1 & 4,
Therefore fliv up, we bher
you, this moft Excclleut Gir
no lefs than the Band of Periestiog in g
Body of the Church, and the Firlt Bor .
of the Love of God: S0 will a trae
Ladcphian Sociery be fpread over the wirole
Earth, and the Kingdoms of the Natio:.
become the Kingdom of the ¥rine o
Peace

i
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§. 9. For the Divifions of Chriftendom,
our Souls do mourn, and hence we cannot
but cry out; Sirs, ye are Brethren, why dv ye
Wreng e to ansther? And again, we Ly
unto you all, and every one, bow good and
plealant is it for Brethren to dawell together in.
Umty! Confider then, we pray you, of
the things that mike tor Cathelick P,
and for the Eftablithment of the new ¥oe-
Jalem, the City and Kingdom of Peace,
thar {o all fuch as have erred and are d.-
ceived, may be broughtinto the Way oi
Truth and Love, being made one Fold un-
der one Shepherd, JESUS CHRIST,
our Lotd-  Yea, we doubt not, Honoured
and Beloved, that ye will confider of thete
things: And many among you will blow
the Trumpet of the Lord, and found an
Alarm in the holy Congregation; to give
Norice thar the Lord cometh, and that his
Kingdom is ar Hand, to them that wait for
it, ard love his Appearance. And as the
fame Defign may be carryed on after
differerent Manners, and we have been
called to this particular Manner ; fo we
alfo hope and believe, that it fhall be car-
ryed ca by you after various and fundry
Methods, fuitable to your feveral Stations
and Calls, and according to the manifold
Miniftration and Difpenfation of the fume
Spirit.

§. 10. Now, Beloved in the Lord, fay
not, that rhe Time s mer come, as fome of
you have declared.  For the Time verily
cometh, bur the Hour thereof no Man
knoweth. Therefore we warch, and
would awaken others to wartch with us,
knowing that the Promife is not afar off.
Toe Time indeed 7s not come, as fome under-
ftand it, ncither is at Hand. But if Noab
arofe up, and preached Repentance, an
Hundred and Twenty Years before the

Completion of what he expeéted ; FTawef
preached in like manner, an Hundred and
feventy Years, before it came to pafs, con-
cerning the Calland Anointing of the grear
CYRUS ; ard it the Prophet of Rold
preachied and  propheficd above Thice
Hundred Years before,  concerting the
great Reformation under efia l.[ 15 net
at ail to b wondred ar, ifbotoreto grew
and glorious a Reformation (or rathe
Transtormation ) of the Church, as i
This. which is now oxpedted, there Le
fent forth fome Fore-runners, Melengers,
ard Heralds. o give Warning ol the fame
to the World.  This we do: And we
know, that awr Time is now 5 and tha
our Calling fhall not be in vain.

§. r1. Whofocver thien fhall be offend-
ed at s, or at our Prouceedings, withoue
due Examination of them ; we fhall not
be mov'd on our Parts, only witha Con-
cern for rheir Goad.

We have the Anfwer of a good Con-
{cience before G OD, both in aéting and
fuffering for his Names Sake ; and if in
any thing of leflcr Moment, there hath
been a Milteke comnitted, at any time,
we fhall be glad ro redific the fame, fo
foon as it fhall be made known. If any
better Expedicnts can be produced for the
promoting of the Intereft before fpecified,
let nor any with-hold them. However,
we dare not confult with Flefh and Blood,
in this Matter : But all things that we cm
do, we are ready to do: For that we
may make ftrair the Way of our Lord, the
KING: We go forth at this Time, in
his Name, 10 make Proclamation to the
World, having received a Foretaft of the
Powers of the approaching New State.
We are indeed, but as a Foice in the I¥ilder-
nefs; the Church of myftical Ifrael, being
not yet comeowt of the Wildernefs: B!ur-

et
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fetnot this be rejeéted ; for by it, fhall she
Axe be laid to the Roct of the Tree. And
when this Voice fhall ceafe, then .{h’-.rlll rhe
Voice of the Bridegroum be board: Blefjed are
v eial bear the fmmer Poice f‘,r they jb...’." n.t
!

aller.

o bar tie
Moy Brotheon, and Fathers,

¢ 12 In ordertoaficer Profccution of
tre Defigns of this Saciety, it hath ;:!c;{[g:l
God to grant us the Proteétion of the Ci-
vil Government @ Againft which, our
principles are no wife Prejudicial,  but
moft advantagious to it, when they are
wnderftood.  For it is cerain, that the
Blethings of the Heaven above, ard of the
Earth beneath, will be given by od
thofe wife Princes and Magiftrates, who
fhall promote the rightcous and peaccable
Kingdom of CHRIST, and pay bim the
Kifs of Homage, which FHe requireth;
that fo they may be, ar the Light of the
Morning, when the Sun vifeth, even a Morning
without Clowds: -And s the tender Grafs aut of
the Earth, by the clear [hining (Of the Sun)
after Rain. And we do believe, that the
Time is at Hand, when the Mountains fhall
bring Peace, and the little Hills Righteouf-
nefs unto the People.  And then will it be
underflood, what it is'to Reigs Bp the
Gare of Eod,

§. 13. But ar this, Satan is extreamly
enraged, feeing that his Kingdom draweth
near to a Period. And therefore, by all
manner of {ubtile Infinuations, and even
by Violence, where he is not chained up,
he is working incelfantly to put aStop to
the breaking forth of the Golden Age of
Peace and Righteoufnefs which we Pro-
claim. Hence many of our Brethren, in
other Courrries, have been, and are de-
{pitefully ufed, who are as fhining Lamps

in a crooked and ftupid Genceratior,

turn many to the Wifdom _of the Jua
Perfons of the ftriGeflt Holinefs, and Gieats
et Modefty, have not been exempred

from beirg oxpafid on oc Fund o a
T=ehaus and exalperated Masiltacy, and on
the eiler Hand, 10 afurio s and bigoiree

Valgar,  From hence e Iepeiloeneents,

Contifcations and Exile, o the Caule of
the Teflimony of JESUS, and of Lo

Reign in Spivit, as well in brotedant as in

Roman Catholick Countrivs.  From hirce

alfo wethink, are all thofe bitter Dithes

about the Limitation of our Lize o G/
¢ the Subftance of ull true Religion ) whidh

arc carried on atthis Day, with meft ox-

twam Violonce, by Farlons of greatedt

Eminence: And all the prefent Controver-

ficsabout the accelory Pait of Chriitianity,

to the Exclufion or Negiv@ of un inward

Principle of divine Life in the Soul, which i

alloa Principle of divine Liglr and Love.

§. 14. And now, ithaving pleafcd Ged
to put an Hook into the Nofe of this Levi.-
than, in this Kingdom efpecially, it is no
Wonder he teareth and rageth the moic,
not being able ro -bear the Brighinefs of
that high Spiritual Difpenfation, which is

beginning here ro break our, and is declas.,

by weak Inftrumentselc&ed for chis purpofe.

And thercfore, fince our frft publick
Appearance, hehath beenever bufie o in-
{pire fome of his Agents, to raife Tumul:s
againft the Publifhers of the approaching
New Kingdom ; and even to curfe and
blafplicme where we have been met toge-
ther 1o blefs Gob, .

Bur, befides, thefeopen, hisClandefline
Defigns are the more dangerous.  A-
gainit both of which, we have been hi-
therto preferved by the Grace of Almighty
God. And heis able, we know, to car~
ry us through far greater Cifficuliies: As
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*Ke hath done our Fore-fathers. Whom we
alfo believe ro be no lefs willing, than able
to aflift us, and as many as are engaged in
this Honourable Service.

$. 15. Whence, by the Evidence of
Faith, we are affured, that he will not be
wanting to give his extraordinary Arte-
ftations, as in the Days of old, fo foon as
the Fullnefs of Time fhall be wholly come ;
and according as his Wifdom fhall fve expe-

This Declaration was firff
publifbed in London, at =
publick Meeting of onr So-
ciety, upon Eafter-Sunday,
which was held in Lori-
mers Hall ; and now pris:-
ed by a general Order.

dient to raife up likewife, and

fome great Prince, to carry onthis Bleffed
Work. And inthe mean while, we fhal]
reftinthis, that our Leader is more than
and Hundred Cenffantines : And that fince
e hath feen fit to employ us in a Prepara-
rary Work, however {ecret and hidden, his
Meafures may bz for the prefent, yvet all
thall be accomplithed in the End, to the
Surprize  and  Praife  of the whole
Farth

An Additionnl DECLARATION

In the Name af GOD, Amen.

T Lias been the Method of the Philadel-

phian Society in general, both here and
in other Countries, to Enjoy and Com-
municate what they have received in a
more private manner; as two ov three
fhould meer together in Unity : Notwith-
ftanding it hath pleafed God of late to Im-
pel and Cenftrain fome of us, on account
of the near approach of the Kingdom of
Chrilt, to go forth and Proclaim it openly,
which we have done now for almoft thefc
‘wo Years: and larely in a more publick
nanner ; whereby the Alarm has been {uf-
siciently given and a free offer made by
God of a Renew’d Difpenfation of his

Grace and Spirit: which has been general-
ly defpifcd and Rejeéted, and the Meffen-
gers thercof defpightfully intreated. Al
ftumbling at the Stumbling-Block, the
weak and contemptible beginnings of the
Philadeiphian State ; through the gradual
opening of the Holy Powers at this day,
and being accompanied with many weak-
nefles of the Inftruments:  Together with
the grear latitude of Charity and Liberty
it has gone forth in ; and the Conuariety
of its manner to that of the prefent Forms
and Eftablithments of Human Wifdom,
Tradition and Cuffom. We have done
our part; and would willingly have pf.‘l;i-
filte
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and of his Kingdom. And now Provi-
dence having outwardly calt in a Preven-
tion of our Meeting longer ac the plice
where the foregoing Declaration was firft
publifh’t, and given us pre-intimation of
whar we arc further to do: Forafmuch,
2 we all were to be Admonifh'd and
Warn'd of the approaching day ; bur all
are not fic to receive the Myfteries of the
Kingdom, and to concur in {o Spiritual a
Service: Therefore at prefent we are to
be lefs Publick ; yet not wholly Private;
buc more Retired from fuch great Con-
courfe of the promifcuous Multirude: to
whom it hath pleafed God that the Pearls
of the Kingdom fhould be Offered, chief-
ly for the fake of fome few among them
that would know the Value of em; but
not forc’d upon them when Rejected and
Trampled on. And now we leave itto
Him, to take what other Methods he {ces
neceflary to prepare his way, Endeavour-
ing as much as pollible, to gather only a
Sele¢t Company, of fuch asare in Unity
with us, or have been excited to a Seri-
ous enquiry into thefe Marters, and give
them a more quiet Opportunity of ferving
God with us; and more advantagious for
the freer opening and fpreading of the
Powers of the Holy Spirit among us : and
fhall ftand ready to give all Satisfaction and
Information we can concerning thefe Di-
vine things to any that fhall come and de-
fire it of us. And we doubt not but there
will be experienced herein a Blefling of
God more than ordinary both by us and
hat fhall come to usin good will, and
ue Preparation to receive it: And that
he Key of David fhall fucceffively open,
ue Philadelphian Body will be made up.
And hence we do intreat all that are
Chriftians indeed, and in the Bowels of

dir CYS, T -borm o T
Brethren, we do carneltly befeech them not
to take any offence at aName; For tho we
eftecem none fo proper as that of Chriftian
to exprefs a Difciple of the Blefl.d JESUS,
and one Amcinted with the Spirit; yet hnce
befides this Qld Name, o many otler
Nimes have been introduced, thiougzh the
great Decay of Chrifian Chavity, and cven
almolt to the viter Deftruction of ir: TS
appears the moil fit to revive the Lime, aind
to denote that Spirit of Univerful Love
toward all that are of the Lme Ofisp:irg,
which is the true Charadterifiick of tha
Religion which is Holy and Undehled.
Whence we Hope and Bedicve, that to them
that are found in this Spirit this Name will
not be difpleafing, which as we bear, 1
they havea Right to bear; which isto U-
nite, and not to Divide ; and which is an
Old Name, and yer a New Name, as thar
Commandment whereon it is grounded, ;s
both an Old Commandment and a New
Commandment ; yea, which in fome fenf
may be faid (as to the Subftance of it ac
leaft) to be the New Name given by Chrift
to the Angel of the Church bearing il
outward Name hereof ; and even defign'd
and appropriated by the Holy Spirit tothar
bleffed State of the Church, which is Typi-
fied by this of Philadelpbia, as a Name of
pure Love, freed from the oppreifions off
its Suffering State, and invefted with Pow-
er and Dominion. Thus Anfwering to
Chrift its Head, who after his Refurretion
alumes a New Name agreeable to the
change of his Conditicn, from a State of
Suffering and Dying Love, to that of Love
Triumphant in its Kingdom of Power and
Glory. So that indeed it is not a Name
Invented and newly taken up to ferve a pre-
fent Defign, as is generally fuppofed, but
a Name which belongs to fuch as ftand in
Relation to this furure Glorious Church d
an
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. S "f‘.éi,;-.:-?-\;-,
e Degree ¢ : Which alfo
{]o:snbg;g Adapted to this State even by the
Learned Writers themfelves in feveral A-
ges. )
Wherefore feeing it was never intended
for a new Wall of Partition to feparate
Chrftian from Chriftian; If thefe are for
Panu!, and others for Cephas, we will accord-
ing to the Truth of This Name, love them
both as our Brethren; and we can do no
otherwife if we are for Chrift. In whoin
Paul isone with Cepbas, and Apollo one with
both: Yea, in whom all are One, that are
Chriftians, not after the Letter, bur after
the Spirit; whofe Baptifm is inwardly of
the Heatr, and whofe Faith worketh by
Love; Which Covereth all things, Believ-
eth all things, Hopeth all things, and En-
dureth allthings, working in them accord-
ing to the effeétual Operation of Th:s Name
which he has been pleas’d to fhed abroad
into their Souls, as a moft precious Qint-

Given the 14thof May, being the Day
of the Opening of the Mecting of
this Society in a more retived place.

who was anointed above his P
the univerfal Spirit of Charity, 4
in this facred Name. By which, ‘s
they were Marked in the Forehead, it
be known byall Men,who are his Dj
ples. Now, being made Parrakers here
by rich Grace, in fome Meafure, welg
not reft till others of our Brethren, wi§
are yet Strangers (o it, do alfo com
participate of the fame ; together with
Name of the City of our God, the City#¥
Peace, which is the Mother of afl
Faithful : And which we believe, will §
fcend our of Heaven from GOD, §
crown the Earth, in the laft Days, wif
the unfadable Bleflings of Love and Peach
when all they thar hear the Voice, whig
is now gone out, and keep the Word ofti§
50n's Patience, will be made Pillarsin B
Temple, and will fhine as fixt Stars
the Firmament of the new
vens.
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